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A Message from Father Aaron
“Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.”
Dear Friends,
Today is the Solemnity of the Epiphany and we
remember the journey of the three Magi who came from
the “east” guided by the mysterious star to the little
town of Bethlehem. The three Magi are intriguing
characters in Christ’s story of the Nativity. They are
believed to have been astrologers and from the priestly
class of ancient Persia. There remains are actually kept
in the Cathedral of Cologne, Germany. They would have
not been believers of the Israelite faith, and yet they
were led by the star to find the Messiah prophesied from
of old, the true King of the earth. “We saw his star at
its rising and have come to do him homage."
As we have journeyed through this past year of
2020, perhaps words cannot properly describe what we
have all gone through. It has been a year like none we
have experienced. We may not know what God’s plans
were in 2020, but we hope that God will help us to learn
and grow from or trials, and to “see” more clearly with
“2020 vision,” his ways and his work for us in the year
2021. May we allow ourselves to be guided by the
shining star of God’s brilliant light. May we take some
time to make “spiritual resolutions” for the upcoming
year that will help us to journey with Christ in a more
deep and intentional way in the year ahead and beyond.
What will be your New Year’s spiritual resolutions?
Here are just a few ideas:
1. Increase Your Marian Devotion Our Blessed
Mother has repeatedly told us to pray the rosary daily
for peace.
2. Make more time for spiritual reading We must
know about who we claim to worship and love.
3. Make good stewardship a lifestyle
4. Join the men’s and women’s group of the
parishes
5. Share your Catholic faith with others
6. Do regular penances Fasting on Wednesdays and
Fridays, doing the Stations of the Cross weekly, or
offering up daily work or sufferings are ways to grow
in virtue and spiritual strength.
7. Go an extra day to Mass Mass is the most
powerful prayer on earth! Why would we not attend
Mass each day if possible?
8. Pick a new saint buddy The saints are real-life
super-heroes, models and our intercessors in heaven.
Get to know them well and become one yourself!
May God be with us as the shining star we fervently
follow in 2021.
In Christ,
Father Aaron

Twinned Parish News
Epiphany House Blessing
This weekend marks the Feast of the Epiphany
of the Lord. There is blessed chalk and a prayer
for the blessing your homes available at the
main entrances of the churches.

Youth Gathering for Grades 7-12 Saturday, Jan. 9, 7:00pm-9:00pm
All students in grades 7-12 are invited to
Assumption for a youth gathering. Social
distance games and activities are planned. Come
and enjoy some time with your friends! Snacks
and drinks will be provided.

11th Grade Confirmation Class (Yr 2)
The next Confirmation Class for the 11th graders
and their parent/s will be held on Wednesday,
January 20th, 6:30 pm-7:45 pm at Assumption
Parish Hall in Eden Valley. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Women's Group - January 9
The Women's Group will be meeting on
Saturday, January 9th, at 7:00am at St.
Anthony's in the parish center. This is open to
women of all ages from any parish. Please join
us for this opportunity to grow together in faith
and sisterly friendship.

Scam Alert!
Unfortunately this time of year brings out people
trying to take advantage of others through
scams. These scams take different forms
through email, text and phone calls. Some
scams even pretend to be your parish priest
looking for help. Please note that Father Aaron
wouldn’t seek help in this way. These should be
ignored.

From Father Aaron
I would like to give a great "thank you" to all of
you who sent Christmas cards, gifts and prayers
to me. I am very humbled by your generosity.
I appreciate your kindness and thoughtfulness.
I am very blessed to be your pastor here at the
parishes of Assumption and St. Anthony's and I
am very thankful for you. May God bless and
keep you and your loved ones! Merry Christmas
and a blessed New Year!


 

Looking for great people like yourself to help at Mass!

Wednesday, January 6:
5:45 PM Mass: Special Intention
Friday, January 8:
7:00 AM Mass: † Kathy Kron Block
Saturday, January 9:
4:00 PM Mass: † Doris Schutz
Sunday, January 10:
8:00 AM Mass: People of the Parishes

Are you looking to become more involved in the parish this year? Good
News! We are looking for ushers at Mass. Some of the responsibilities of
an usher would include, but not limited to: welcoming, attendance count,
bulletins, lights, sanitize pews after Mass, and help directing visitors and
parishioners as needed. Ushers are needed for both Saturday (4PM) Mass
and Sunday (8AM) Mass; you are welcome to specify a preference. Call
Bonnie (282-1468) if you are interested in helping or if you have
questions.


-Saturday, January 9, 4PM:
Lector: Shelley Kern
Extraordinary Minister of
Communion: Sheila Laudenbach

-Sunday, January 10, 8AM:
Lector: Steve Ries
Extraordinary Minister of
Communion: Denise Nohner

Ministry Schedules
The schedules for the ushers, lectors and Eucharistic ministers are in the
back of church. Thank you again for your service to the parish!

Adoration Announcements
We have an open Adoration hour on Tuesday morning from 1-2 a.m.
Please call Rose Becker, 453-7496 or Rita Haan, 453-7865 if interested.

 
December 20, 2020
Adult Env
5362.00
Loose Plate
40.00
Christmas
275.00
Votive
68.50
Total
$5745.50
Total Monthly Auto
Transfers: $2305
(Not included in the above totals)

Faithfully Building Our Future
Building Project (as of 12/22/20)
$2,000,000.00
Total Project
–$1,736,465.93
Total Expenses Paid
$263,534.07
Remaining Expenses
$150,000.00
Loan Balance (to date)
–$47,845.19
Available Funds on Hand
$365,688.88
Additional Funds Needed
–$249,825.13
Outstanding Pledges
New Commitments Needed $115,863.75

● All new contributions/pledges will be matched $1
for $1
● We need an additional $250,000 to complete and
furnish our addition, assuming all previous
pledges in the amount of $292,135 are paid.
● Use your Building Fund Envelopes (indicate “New
Pledge” or “New Contribution”) or contact the
office at (320)453-2788 to participate
● This opportunity ends January 31, 2021

Ǥ
 
Tuesday, January 5:
9:30 AM Mass: † Craig Faber
Thursday, January 7:
8:30 AM Mass: † Deceased Family
of Ed Kramer
Sunday, January 10:
10:00 AM Mass: † Marlene Kramer


Sunday, January 10, 10AM:
Lector: Andy Hesse
Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion: TBD
Children’s Liturgy: TBD

 
December 20, 2020
Adult Env
2485.00
Loose Plate
200.05
Youth Env
6.00
Christmas
1200.00
Votive
21.00
Weekly Auto
555.00
Total
$4467.05

Cabin Fever Reliever Postponed
The St. Anthony Cabin Fever Reliever originally scheduled for February
of 2021 has been postponed until next year, 2022.

Diocesan Ministries Appeal
Thank you for your generosity to the 2020 DMA. By joining with others
around the diocese in support of these ministries, we can help those in
need and support programs for youth and adults who need our prayers
and assistance. If you haven’t made your pledge or given a gift, please
consider making your contribution now.

Prayer to the Guardian Angel
of the United States
O Glorious Guardian Angel of the United States, to whom God has entrusted
the care of our beloved country, we honor you and thank you for the care
and protection you have given to this great nation from the first moment of
its inception.
O Powerful Angel Guardian, whose watchful glance encompasses this vast
land from shore to shore, we know that our sins have grieved you and marred
the beauty of our heritage. Lead us to a deep conversion, so that we may
return to the embrace of His merciful love!
O Holy Angel, obtain for us through the intercession of the Queen of Heaven
before the throne of God the graces we need to overcome the forces of evil
so rampant in our beloved land.
Help us, our God-given protector and friend, to respond wholeheartedly to
the urgent pleas of the Mother of God at Fatima. Assist us to offer the prayer
and sacrifice necessary to bring peace and goodness to our nation.
We want to make you known and loved throughout our land, so that docile
to your inspirations we may know, love and serve our Lord more faithfully
and so become once more “one Nation under God”! Amen.

Upcoming Retreat Opportunities at the Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo. Join them
for a peaceful, prayerful and affordable retreat experience. They offer several retreat scholarships for
students high school and older. Please call them at (763) 682-1394 or visit www.kingshouse.com for
online registration or more information. If you would like to meet up with other parishioners and go
together, just contact the parish office and let us know that you are going and we can put you in touch
with others who are also going. Please note: you will still have to register yourself to attend.
Men’s Weekend Retreat, Jan 15-17 “A Listening Heart” silent weekend retreat for men will be held at Christ
the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, MN. The retreat begins Friday at 8 pm and ends at 12:45 pm on Sunday.
Suggested offering is $160, including non-refundable $30 deposit.
Men’s Weekend Retreat, Jan 22-24 “A Listening Heart” silent weekend retreat for men will be held at Christ
the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, MN. The retreat begins Friday at 8 pm and ends at 12:45 pm on Sunday.
Suggested offering is $160, including non-refundable $30 deposit.
Women’s Weekend Retreat, Jan 29-31 “A Listening Heart” silent weekend retreat for women will be held at
Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, MN. The retreat begins Friday at 8 pm and ends at 12:45 pm on Sunday.
Suggested offering is $160, including non-refundable $30 deposit.
Women’s Lenten Midweek Retreat, Feb 16-18 “A Listening Heart” silent midweek retreat for women will be
held at Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, MN. The retreat begins Tues. at 3 pm and ends at 12:45 pm
Thurs. Suggested offering is $160, including non-refundable $30 deposit.

Remember in Your Prayers… Jackie Boulton
Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff Pauls, the Ertl Family, Alexis
Vossen, Alizabeth Ludwig, Grace Hohenstein, Charlie
Schoen, June Berg., Makayla Kammermeir, Alvin &
Bernice Meierhofer, Michelle C. Isaacs, the Ley Family
and Susan Ertl Humbert (daughter of the late Ole &
Lucille Ertl).

Books from Father At the
entrances are Father Aaron’s
Christmas gifts to you: the book
Into the Deep by Dan Burke.
“Prayer.
It's
mysterious,
challenging, frustrating…and lifechanging. Discover why growing in
prayer, which sometimes can be
compared to a battle, is worth
every ounce of effort you give it.”

Women's Group

Sacraments
Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at
least 6 months prior to wedding date.
Baptism-Parents or expecting parents should
contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal
prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father.
Confession- by appointment
Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish office
when anointing is needed.
Bulletin Deadline Bulletin announcements are
due by noon on Tuesdays.
Snowbirds! Please notify the office when you fly south
for the winter and when you plan on coming back. This
will help us with mailings and help to keep you updated.

Women’s

Women's
Group will be meeting on Saturday,
January 9th at 7:00am at St.
Anthony's in the parish center. This
is open to women of all ages from
any parish. Please join us for this opportunity to grow
together in faith and sisterly friendship.

group

Men’s

group

Men’s Group Saturdays, 7:30 AM
Rosary (optional), 8-9 AM meeting, at
Assumption. Join us for a morning of
reflection & fellowship.

Prepare the Way
of the King
by Dr. Scott Hahn
Dr. Scott Hahn, one of the
most
eminent
Catholic
theologians in our country
today, reveals what scholars
now know about the
shepherds, the mysterious
Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent journey will take on
new meaning as you prepare your heart for the birth of
our Lord. This illuminating presentation is sure to help you
grow in appreciation of the greatest gift ever given to
mankind—Jesus Christ.
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Christ our Hope ACC Mass Schedule
Saturdays:
5:00PM St. Louis Paynesville
(confessions @ 4:00-4:30)
7:30PM St. Agnes, Roscoe
(confessions @ 6:55-7:10)
Sundays:
8:00AM St. Margaret, Lake Henry
9:30AM St. Louis, Paynesville
*Assumption and St. Anthony Mass and Confession
times can be found on the front cover.

SALZL WELDING & MACHINE
SHOP SERVICE INC.
Aluminum • Cast • Steel
Custom Machine Work & Fabrication
50 Years Experience

Monday - Friday 8-5 Saturday 8-4
38975 CSAH 17 • Watkins, MN

320.764-7533

LOST & FOUND

267 State. St. S.		
Linda Berg
EdenValley, MN
Owner
(320) 453-2020

Religious Books & Gifts
Home Decor & More
Eden Valley 320.453.5678

Tues.Thurs.Fri. 9am - 5pm • Wed. 1pm - 8pm
Sat. 9am 12pm • Evening by Appointment

FABER BUILDING B & S Excavating, Inc.
& SUPPLIES, INC.
We Specialize in septic systems,
designing, installation and repair.

www.williamsdingmann.com

320-453-3608

Cold Spring Floral

(320) 764-2225

KOHNEN’S
Heating • A/C, LLC.

Custom Heating & Cooling Systems
Service • Sales • Installation
Over 25 Years Experience!
BOB KOHNEN • Paynesville, MN
320-597-7191 • Cell: 320-267-0404
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
FREE ESTIMATES • EXPERT SERVICE TECHNICIAN

27 Red River Ave. N.
Cold Spring, MN 56320

320.685.8624 • Paula Hansen

BACKHOE • DOZER • SKIDLOADER
DEMOLITION • LANDSCAPING • BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS • HAULING • TILING
Shawn Sheets (320) 248-1499
Joe Beier (320) 243-3373

HWY 55 & Central Ave. S.
Watkins, MN

Eden Valley
Lumber Company

(320) 453-3673

Some bigger but none better

DAN HAAG, OWNER
Building Materials • Homes, Ag • Light Commercial

Eden Valley • 453-2360

390 State St. N.,
Eden Valley

15445 County Rd 9, Eden Valley • 320-453-4444

REFLECTIONS
MENTAL HEALTH
(320) 249-7144

PLUMBING-HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

Lynette (Lyn) Imdieke-Struzyk
Watkins, MN

JIM SCHLANGEN

Richmond | (320)597-2672

Home, Auto, Farm, and Business Insurance

320-243-3644
www.vossplumbing.com

RON’S EXCAVATING
SERVICE

Daniel Schleper
CPA
16 N 3rd Ave • Cold Spring, MN

Ron Yanish

(320) 764-2811

320.685.8634
danschlepercpa@qwestoffice.net

Contact Tim Browne • tbrowne@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2518

We Grow Garden Fresh Produce
so you don’t have to! Sign up for
weekly or bi-weekly pick ups.

FreshOn55.com
Just off Hwy 55 West of Eden Valley
Steve & Jamie Ries 541-420-0272

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today!
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

J & R Family Market
Mike Portner Eden Valley
Bob Hennen 320-453-HEAT

We feel blessed to have the opportunity to serve our communities with a
full service grocery store right here in our hometown of Watkins. Shop us for
all your grocery needs -- fresh produce, dairy, meat, frozen, & household items.
Come in and check us out...it’s an honor to serve you!
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Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers?
We Can Help

Lic# PM 062916

Plumbing, Heating & A/C, LLC
P l u m b i n g , H e a t i n g & A / CResidential
, L L C & Light Commercial

Richmond
320-597-3200
Emergency 320-293-1881

Residential & Light Commercial

13 Main Street W • PO BOX 249 • Richmond MN 56368
320-597-3200

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD
320.774.3789

			

SKI DOO

We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

CRESTLINER BOATS

MERCURY

NATHE’S MARINE
& SPORTS CENTER
West Highway 55
Paynesville

320-243-4517

DAVE	
BILL	
	LEGATT	LEGATT	
SHOREMASTER
JOHNSON

EVINRUDE

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease including cataract
surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular degeneration, and yes we do routine
eye exams.

Additional services available:
Hydro jetting services • Drain cleaning
Free Estimates • Financing options available

JON
KOTTEN
FLOE

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

St. Anthony, Watkins, MN
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