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Twinned Parish News

Christmas Open House 

There will be a Christmas open house 

for members of both parishes at the 

Assumption rectory on January 2nd  

at 4-8PM. All are welcome to attend 

and share in the joy and fellowship 

of this holiday season! No gifts 

please, cookies to share will be welcome!

Solemnity of Mary There will be Mass for the 

Solemnity of Mary (a Holy Day of Obligation) on 

December 31

st

 at St. Anthony’s at 5:30PM and 

January 1

st

 at 9:00AM at Assumption. 

Rediscover the Saints! Grab your copy of 

Rediscover the Saints, a gift to the parishioners from 

Father Aaron, this Advent season. This book, written 

by Matthew Kelly, is an easy read that uses the lives 

of the Saints as inspiration for us to explore our 

God-given potential to live holy lives ourselves.   

2nd Grade Received 1st Reconciliation

Congratulations to the 28 second graders from As-

sumption and St. Anthony for receiving their First 

Reconciliation on Saturday, December 14th! May 

God's Peace and Mercy always be with you! We 

appreciate all of the prayers that our community is 

sending forth for these students! Please continue to 

pray for them on their journey to receiving Jesus for 

the first time in the Eucharist! 

Upcoming Early Bulletin Deadlines The 

December 29th bulletin was due in the 19th

, 

and the 

January 5th bulletin is due on the 27th. Bulletin 

announcements are due by noon. Thank you!

Mark Your Calendars Family Tubing Day!

Mark your calendars for our annual family tubing day 

at Powder Ridge on Sunday, February 23, 1:30-3:30! 

It will be a BLAST! Discounted prices will be offered 

for our parish communities and Faith Formation 

families. 

A Message from Father Aaron

Dear Friends, 

"The people who have walked in darkness have 

seen a great light!" This is the season of lights!  

Homes, streets, businesses and trees are lit 

beautifully all around us. Faces and hearts are also 

lit up with a special wonder and hopefulness. We 

are attracted to the light. We long for the light. 

This Christmas Season is a remembrance and 

celebration of the One True Light that never fades, 

Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, who is "God with us!" He 

is the light that came from heaven to give hope to 

all people. This year, when we look at the precious 

manger scenes centered around The Christ Child, 

may we say a prayer and be again reminded that 

God has come, and is here to shine His light in us, 

especially when we feel dark and gloomy.   

Through Christ we become who he says we are, 

"You are the light of the world."  (Matt 5:14)

 With a heart full of gratitude I would like to 

thank our parish staff members, the musicians and 

choir, the many who minister at Mass, servers and 

sacristans, the decorators, the snow removal 

people and so many more generous souls who give 

of their precious time and energy to serve. Thank 

you and may God reward you for your work.  

Let us also be mindful and reach out to those 

brothers and sisters of ours who have heavy hearts 

this Christmas due to grief and loss. May Christ's 

light of hope and consolation shine upon them. 

And may our good and gracious God bless all 

of you and your families this Christmas Season!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,

                                         Father Aaron 

Thank you to all of our Faith 

Formation Volunteers at Assumption 

and St. Anthony! We are so blessed to 

have you as part of our program! 



The Nativity of the Lord 

One of the most beautiful things 

about the Christmas story is its human 

simplicity. How very ordinary! How 

relatable! We see a young family caught 

up in government regulations, 

encountering difficulty booking travel arrangements. We see a belated 

baby shower filled with the most unlikely attendees. Yet, if you attended Christmas Mass during the day, 

the Gospel does not contain the familiar story of over-crowded inns and hay-lined mangers. It features 

something much more mysterious. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God … all things 

came to be through him.” Matthew, Mark, and Luke give us the Christmas story from the human perspective. 

John’s Gospel tells the Christmas story from the divine perspective.

“What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race.” C.S. Lewis described 

Christmas as God parachuting down behind enemy lines. Jesus entered into a world darkened by sin, and 

it isn’t so different today. We can find it in the complications of our own lives and the lives of our families. 

We can find it in our cities, our nation, our world. But it wasn’t only the star that shone on Christmas night. 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

In the midst of all that is so very human — whether the humdrum or the horrible — “the Word became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us.” No matter what we bring into this Christmas day, God enters our 

existence. He enters our experiences. When we allow God into our lives in a new way, when we surrender 

to Him our lingering areas of darkness, then we will “[see] his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 

full of grace and truth.” It’s time to welcome Him.
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Tuesday, December 24: 

7:00 pm Mass: † Jane Torborg

Wednesday, December 25: 

8:00 am Mass: People of the Parish

Friday, December 27: 

7:00 am Mass: † Marie Thielen 

Saturday, December 28:

4:00 pm Mass: † Steve Brown 

Sunday, December 29:

8:00 am Mass: People of the Parish   
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Lector: Deb Huschle

Ushers: Lyle Laudenbach, Reuben Stommes,  

               Robert Binsfeld & Thomas Binsfeld

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion: 

Sheila Laudenbach, Ellen Stenger & Jody Bauer

Servers: Carter & Marissa Laudenbach, 

                 Jack Kneip & Paige Kneip 

Music: Marlene Fischer

Rosary Leader: Perry Lemke

1��������������.2�)&

Lectors: Denise Nohner & Sarah Kneip 

Ushers: Gene Bischof, Don Trout, 

 Dan Thielen & Chuck Schoolmeester

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion:

Tom Mathies, Steve Ries & Mary Jo Ruhland

Homebound: Tom & Mary Mathies

Servers: Anthony Schettler, Abby Niewind,    

              Brooke Niewind & Isabella Rausch

Music: Marsha Goraczkowski

Rosary Leader: Jim & Linda Thielen 
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*The financial information is not 

available this week due to an early 

bulletin deadline and will be included 

in the next bulletin. 
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Eucharistic Adoration Announcements -Thank you to everyone 

for signing up for Adoration during our campaign. We are looking for 

more adorers for Sunday 9p.m. to 9a.m. Monday (we already have an 

adorer for 2-3 a.m. Monday). If interested call Rose Becker at 453-7496 

or Rita Haan 453-7865.

-The Adoration chapel will be closed for Christmas on December 24th at 

4 p.m. and open on December 26 at 8 a.m.

2020 Calendars Calendars for the year 2020 are now available in 

church. Thank you to the Williams Dingmann Funeral Home for 

sponsoring the calendar once again this year. May the blessings of God 

be with all of you this upcoming year!

Year-End Giving Please prayerfully consider remembering the church 

in your year-end giving plans. The parish has a number of different needs 

that could benefit from your generosity like the upcoming church addition, 

the Bazaar Collection or the general fund. Thank you for the gifts we 

have received so far! Please submit your donations by December 30

th

 to 

be counted for this tax year. 

Thank you! - Christmas Pageant A huge thank you to all of the 

students that participated in the Assumption Christmas Pageant! You all 

did such a wonderful job! It was a beautiful way to start our Advent 

Season, with a reminder of what we are preparing our hearts for! Thank 

you to all of the adults who were here to help with everything! We 

couldn't do it without you! A special thank you to Amanda for doing a 

wonderful job on the piano and leading us in song! Thank you to the 

community members for coming and being a great audience! Keep a look 

out for our group photo in an upcoming bulletin.
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Remembering Your Loved Ones 

The family members of the parishioners that 

have passed away this past year that were 

remembered on All Souls Day, are invited to 

the handicap addition of the church to pick out 

an angel of their choice and a candle in 

remembrance of their loved ones after the 

Christmas Masses. Please keep these dearly departed and their families 

in your prayers during this holiday season. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Thank you to everyone for signing up for Adoration during our cam-

paign! We are still looking for more adorers for Friday mornings, 1-2 or 

2-3. Call Heidi at 250-1091 or Sharon at 420-7322 if interested. 

New CCW Circle Officers: 

If you were not able to attend our Christmas party to receive your 

information packets, they are now on the table by the lift in the new 

addition. Kathy Erpelding Co-president

Snow Help Needed 

The Church of St. Anthony is looking for some  “back-up” help with snow 

removal for when extra help is needed. We need your help to keep the 

church grounds clear of snow and safe for everyone. Please prayerfully 

consider helping. Call the office if interested. 

2020 Calendars 

Calendars for next year are nor available in church. Thank you to Farmers 

State Bank and Faber Building and Supplies for, once again, sponsoring 

the calendars!

Paydown Party Tickets, Get Yours 

Today! February 8, 2020 Tickets are 

available at the Watkins bank, the parish 

office, after Masses, or by calling/texting Kathy 

Kramer at 320-224-6858. Cost is $40 which 

includes a dinner and the show.

Giving Tree The “Giving Tree” is in the back of church to help raise 

money for our local food shelves. Simply take an envelope and return 

the amount enclosed. Thank you for supporting those in need this 

season! 

Thank you! - Christmas Pageant

Thank you so much to all of the students that participated and watched 

the Christmas Pageant this year! Thank you to all of the community 

members and parents for coming and being a great audience! A HUGE 

thank you to all of the volunteers that put their time and effort into 

making this production a reality, with the behind the scenes work! Please 

keep a look out for our group photo in an upcoming bulletin. 

Year-End Giving Please prayerfully consider remembering the church 

in your year-end giving plans. The parish has a number of different needs 

that could benefit from your generosity like the upcoming church project 

(roof, tuck pointing, painting and flooring) or the general fund. Thank 

you for the gifts we have received so far! Please submit your donations 

by December 30

th

 to be counted for this tax year.   
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Tuesday, December 24: 

4:00 pm Mass: People of the Parish 

Wednesday, December 25: 

10:00 am Mass: † Tom Unterberger 

Thursday, December 26:   

Mass at 8:30: † Ella Mae Stenger

*Adoration: 9:00am-9:00pm

Friday, December 27:  

Mass at Nursing Home: † Corinne Froehling

Sunday, December 29: 

10:00 am Mass: † Roland Schmidt
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Lectors: Mary Ann & Andy Hesse 

Ushers: Ron Molitor, Margi Schreifels, 

             Joe Rathmann & Leander Salzl

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion:

Precious Body: Jeanette Walz

Precious Blood: Betty Dockendorf & 

                            Lori Dockendorf

Homebound: Linda Faber, 310-1568

Servers: Anna, Olivia, Emily & Eddie Kramer

Rosary Leader: Ethel Donnay

Children’s Liturgy: Amanda Landwehr                    

                                      (Kramer girls)                       
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  *The financial information is not 

available this week due to an early 

bulletin deadline and will be included 

in the next bulletin. 
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Mondays: Mission Sewing 12-3:30 

                 Mary’s Cenacle, 2:00   

Thursdays: Thrift Shop, 9-12

Saturdays: Thrift Shop, 9-12



Daily Readings

Sunday: Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 

10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 

14/Lk 1:57-66

Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 

27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79

Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 

29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 

1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 

8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22

Friday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 

20:1a, 2-8

Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 

2:13-18

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 

1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

Sacraments

Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at 

least 6 months prior to wedding date. 

Baptism-Parents or expecting parents should 

contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal 

prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father.    

Traveling Chalice and Madonna

A STUDY COMMISSIONED by the Knights of 

Columbus revealed that 75% of Catholic young 

people who had seriously considered religious life 

felt they were never encouraged to pursue that 

goal. Do you know someone who would make a 

good priest? Why not tell him so? Your 

encouragement may be all he needs. 

Sincere thanks to Larry Wirtzfield for hosting the 

Traveling Chalice and Madonna this week. May our 

prayers be fruitful! 

Assumption & St. Anthony   

Dec 31-Jan. 1: No Release Classes, EV

Jan 01: No Faith Formation Classes, WAT

Jan 02: Release Classes, EV 

Jan 03: Student Breakfast after 7AM Mass, EV

Jan 7-9: Release Classes, EV

Jan 08: Faith Formation Classes, WAT

Jan 10: Student Breakfast after 7AM Mass, EV

Jan 11: Pizza Night, Gr. 7-12, 5:30-7:30, EV

Jan 12: 11th Grade Confirmation Class, 6:30, WAT

Jan 14: Release Classes, EV

Jan 15: Release Classes for 6th Grade Only, EV

Jan 15: Faith Formation Classes, WAT

Jan 16: Release Classes, EV

Pizza Night - January 11th, 2020, Grades 7-12, 

come and join us for our 4th ACC Pizza Night of the 

year. It will be held at Assumption Church in Eden 

Valley, on Saturday, January 12, 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm. 

Bring a friend for this fun and faith filled night! 

Friday Mass and Student Breakfast Start your 

Friday mornings with Jesus! Join Assumption Church 

for Mass on Fridays at 7:00 am. After, students are 

invited to head downstairs for a quick breakfast 

before they shuffle off to school. Transportation is 

provided for elementary students and high school 

students are able to walk. All students and their 

families are welcome! Breakfast will resume on 

Friday, January 3rd, see you there! 

Are you Ready for Steubenville 2020 in St. 

Paul? We are already preparing for the Steubenville 

Conference next summer! Our group will be going 

to the St. Paul Conference July 24th-26th. Spots are 

limited, so reach out to the Faith Formation Office 

to sign up and journey with us! 

The Making of Christians Tertullian wrote, "Chris-

tians are made, not born." Since Jesus first said 

"Come, follow me," people have sought to become 

followers. Our God has a plan for each of us that 

leads to a life well-lived. Are you searching or do you 

know of someone who is? For those who have never 

been baptized or were baptized in another faith, the 

community provides "no strings" exploration the 2nd 

Sunday evening of each month or by individual 

appointment. Contact the parish office or Becky Haag 

for details. 

Youth Activities!

Remember in Your Prayers…Tim Eder, Jackie 

Boulton Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff Pauls, the Ertl 

Family, Alexis Vossen, Alizabeth Ludwig, Grace 

Hohenstein, Paula Schlangen, Charlie Schoen, June 

Berg., Carol Wieneke, Laverne Torborg, Makayla 

Kammermeir, Alvin Meierhofer, Michelle C. Isaacs 

andEldred Froehling.

On January 4, 2020 Greta Stommes & 

Tim Lux will be united in Holy 

Matrimony at the Assumption Church. 
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SALZL WELDING & MACHINE 
SHOP SERVICE INC.
Aluminum • Cast • Steel 

Custom Machine Work & Fabrication
50 Years Experience

Monday - Friday 8-5 Saturday 8-4
38975 CSAH 17 • Watkins, MN

320.764-7533

  267 State. St. S.  Linda Berg 
EdenValley, MN Owner 
 (320) 453-2020 

 

Tues.Thurs.Fri. 9am - 5pm • Wed. 1pm - 8pm 
Sat. 9am 12pm • Evening by Appointment

Boeckman  
Body Shop

Since1960

320-764-5845
Collision Repair

FABER BUILDING 
& SUPPLIES, INC.
HWY 55 & Central Ave. S.

Watkins, MN
(320) 764-2225

27 Red River Ave. N. 
Cold Spring, MN 56320

320.685.8624 • Paula Hansen

Cold Spring FloralCold Spring Floral

Eden Valley 
Veterinary 

Clinic
248 Park Ave. E. 
Eden Valley, MN 

320.453.2293

A Strong Legacy. A Powerful Future.
170 Meeker Ave. N. 

(320) 764-2600 
fsbwatkins.com

LOST & FOUND
Religious Books & Gifts 

Home Decor & More
Eden Valley  320.453.5678

Open: M-F: 8AM - 5PM | Sat: 8AM - 2PM 

State Highway 55 • Eden Valley 
Business: 320-453-2822  

Cell: 320-282-7801

B & S Excavating, Inc.
We Specialize in septic systems,

designing, installation and repair.
BACKHOE • DOZER • SKIDLOADER  

DEMOLITION • LANDSCAPING • BASEMENTS  
DRIVEWAYS • HAULING • TILING

Shawn Sheets (320) 248-1499 
Joe Beier (320) 243-3373

522 Meeker Ave. E. • Eden Valley

Dan Thielen, Owner • Greg Thielen, Manager

Th
iele

n Machine & Welding

320-453-3525 • tmwattachments.com

KOHNEN’S
Heating • A/C, LLC.

Custom Heating & Cooling Systems 
Service • Sales • Installation 
Over 25 Years Experience! 

BOB KOHNEN • Paynesville, MN 
320-597-7191 • Cell: 320-267-0404 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES • EXPERT SERVICE TECHNICIAN

Siding • Vinyl Windows • Doors 
Roofing • Decks • New Construction  

John (320) 761-6878 • Jim (320) 290-1115 
13915 Badger Rd. • Kimball, MN 

(320) 398-2519    Contractor ID # BC-20564745

YoungBrothers
c o n s t r u c t i o n

www.williamsdingmann.com

320-453-3608

Mike Portner Eden Valley
Bob Hennen 320-453-HEAT

RON’S EXCAVATING 
SERVICE

Ron Yanish 
(320) 764-2811 

Eden Valley 
Lumber Company
Some bigger but none better

DAN HAAG, OWNER
Building Materials • Homes, Ag • Light Commercial 

Eden Valley • 453-2360

320.393.4888 
www.drscconcrete.com

JIM SCHLANGEN
Richmond | (320)597-2672
Home, Auto, Farm, and Business Insurance

(320) 453-3673 
390 State St. N.,
Eden Valley

Commercial • Residential
Roofing • Siding 

763-286-0806
www.brauncontracting.com 

Daniel Schleper 
CPA

16 N 3rd Ave • Cold Spring, MN
320.685.8634

danschlepercpa@qwestoffice.net

Where we know you by 
name & not by a number
We specialize in eyelid surgery,  cataracts, 
glaucoma, dry eyes, macular degeneration, 
LASIK, and routine exams 

We are happy to work alongside 
 your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD
Mitchell Gossman, MD

320.774.3789

Contact Gina Shaughnessy to place an ad today! 

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2487

Lic# PM 062916

Plumbing, Heating & A/C, LLC
 Residential & Light Commercial

Richmond  320-597-3200 
 Emergency 320-293-1881

Additional services available: 
Hydro jetting services • Drain cleaning 

Free Estimates • Financing options available

Plumbing ,  Hea t ing  &  A/C,  LLC
Residential & Light Commercial

13 Main Street W  •  PO BOX 249  •  Richmond MN 56368
320-597-3200

Project9_Layout 1  9/18/18  12:40 PM  Page 1

Sales • Service • Installation 
Josh Kraemer, Owner  320-597-7272

Vigils on Planned Parenthood Sidewalk 
Sept. 25-Nov. 3 | 7am-7pm

Judy Haag 40DaysForLife.com/StCloud 
(320) 453-7592  Judy4Life@meltel.net

REFLECTIONS 
MENTAL HEALTH
(320) 249-7144
Lynette (Lyn) Imdieke-Struzyk

Watkins, MN

Thank You
to our CSA members and those that 

supported our farm stand this season.

FreshOn55.com
Garden Fresh Produce - Eden Valley


