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GOSPEL MEDITATION

ENCOURAGE DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

Why do we always go to the desert? We see
this example in Scripture time and time again.
The Israelites wandered in the desert. King David
and prophets were driven into the wilderness.
And now Jesus is in the same place. Lent after
Lent, we too are invited into a barren, desolate
place. Why do we always go to the desert?
Throughout Scripture, the desert is a place of
testing. It's also a place of hiding and withdrawal.
In the Old Testament, David fled into the
wilderness to hide from Saul, Elijah from Jezebel,
and Jonah from God! In other words, the desert
is a place of "retreat." In Christian circles, we use
the word to describe a spiritual weekend away.
But its meaning comes from warfare, as we well
know. To retreat means to draw back, to separate
oneself from the fighting. Of course, a military
retreat brings its own kind of "battle" - the internal
assessment of why the fighting went so poorly.
As we enter into this Lenten season, we are
invited to retreat into the desert with Jesus.
Attending a day or weekend of reflection is a
wonderful spiritual practice. This "desert
spirituality," however, can fill all forty days. We
can fulfill our Lenten resolutions with a purpose writing daily notes to family and friends can
inspire new gratitude, every time we pass up that
specific food item can be cause for intercession
for deeper sufferings and privations of others.
The Gospel tells us that "the Spirit drove him
out into the desert." In other words, God wants
us to be here. What feels uncomfortable is
actually part of our spiritual journey. To be
stretched, to be challenged, to confront our own
areas of weakness - these things are essential in
our walk with God. This Lent, will you go to the
desert?

Twinned Parish News
Parish Lenten Challenge
This Lent we are asking parishioners to spend a little
less time with technology and more time in prayer.
We are asking that both individuals and families
choose one evening for a few hours each week to
"power down" all cell phones, TV's and electronic
devices and spend more time in prayer, silence and
reflection. During this time the rosary would be
prayed for a particular intention that we would all
share. As an additional challenge, individuals and
families can spend time each day on a “cell phone
and media fast” and add one decade of the rosary.
This week’s intention: For those suffering from
the effects of cancer, remembering especially
Alizabeth Ludwig, Steve Brown and Alexis Vossen.

Prayer for Cancer
God of healing mercy, in Jesus your
Son you stretch out your hand in
compassion, restoring the sinner,
healing the sick, and lifting up those
bowed down. Embrace us now in
your loving care, particularly those
afflicted with cancer, for whom this
intention is offered. May the Spirit of
Jesus bring us all health in soul and
body, that with joy and thanksgiving
we may praise you for your
goodness, through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
St. Jude…Pray for us.
Magnificat Subscriptions
The new year for the Magnificat subscriptions will
start with the April issue, which is received in March.
The cost for this year is still $29.95. Please pay your
parish office if you signed up for another year.

Pastoral Leader Days
This Tuesday and Wednesday Father Aaron will be
gone for New Ulm’s Pastoral Leader Days. Due to
this, the Tuesday Mass this week at the Nursing
Home will be moved to Friday.

Honoring Marriage Day
May 5, 2018 at the Cathedral of Saint Mary in St.
Cloud at 1 pm for couples celebrating their 5th, 25th,
40th, 50th, 60th or 60 plus anniversaries in 2018. If
you are celebrating one of these anniversaries and
would like to attend please contact your parish office
by February 26th.


 
Wednesday, February 21:
5:00 pm Mass: Sr. Marie Theis
Friday, February 23:
7:00 am Mass: † Arvilla Miller
Saturday, February 24:
5:30 pm Mass: People of the Parish
Sunday, February 25:
8:00 am Mass: † Maria Mathies

 

Rest in Peace
Rest in Peace, Horace “Bill” Cutten, 91, of Eden Valley who passed away
on Wednesday, February 7th. The funeral service for Bill was held on
Tuesday, February 13th at the Assumption Church. Please keep Bill and
his family in your prayers.

Living Stations
All are welcome! Come and experience the passion of our Lord performed
by the students on Friday, February 23rd at 5:30. The Way of the Cross is
a beautiful Catholic devotion and a great Lenten tradition.
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Parish Planning Meeting

Lector: Sarah Magedanz
Ushers: Art Holdvogt, Chad Kuechle,
Jason Kuechle & Alvin Stommes
Ministers of Communion:
Joyce Gertken, Dean Lemke & Jim Schutz
Servers: Kallie Jo Becker, Kayla Johannes,
Madison Johannes & Tyler Brutger
Music: Lisa Thielen
Rosary Leader: Lorraine Vivier

Bishop Kettler has asked that all parishes in the St. Cloud diocese organize
a parish planning meeting which will contribute the overall diocese plan
regarding the next 20 years of parish life structures in the St. Cloud diocese.
The parish council, trustees and Fr. Aaron, along with a representative from
the deanery will be in attendance at this meeting. All parishioners from the
Assumption parish are invited to come. This meeting will take place February
27th at 6:30 in the Lower Level.
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Bishop’s Annual Appeal

Lectors: Steve Ries & Shelby Kuechle
Ushers: Jack Evens, Sam Nistler,
Don Trout & Les Brutger
Ministers of Communion:
Sharon Schettler, Tom Mathies & Jenni Evens
Homebound: Rose Becker &
Sheri Zieglmeier
Servers: Anthony Schettler, Ethan Nohner,
Jack Evans & Mallory Evens
Music: Marlene Fischer
Rosary Leader: Marge Kuechle

Please support our Diocesan Mission to be Christ’s heart of mercy, voice
of hope, and hands of justice through your gift to the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal. www.stcdio.org



 

Parish Income
Loose Plate
Adult Env.
Youth Env.
Bazaar
Votive
Total

2/11/18
198.34
2212.00
15.50
75.00
87.00
$2587.84

Bazaar YTD: $17,898
Monthly Auto Drafts: $1755

Thank you for your donations!

Usher’s Jackets Needed!
If anyone is interested in donating gently used men's black suits or suit
jackets, please contact Janice Stommes at 453-5313.

Save the Date!
The Assumption Church Appreciation Dinner will be March 4 at the Eden
Valley Event Center. Social hour at 3:00 and meal at 4:00. All members of
ministries and their spouses are invited. Please RSVP by February 18 to save
your spot!

Assumption Church Lenten Fish Fry
The Assumption Church’s Lenten fish fry is set for Friday, March 16th from
4:00-7:30 PM. You can save some money and purchase your tickets in
advance by contacting Dan Thielen or PJ Connors. Advance tickets will also
be available in church after Masses in February.

Adoration Announcements
There are open hours on Mondays at 5:00 p.m and on Tuesday mornings
at 1-2 a.m. *Please call Rita Haan at 453-7865 or Rose Becker at
453-7496 if interested.

Assumption Church
APPRECIATION DINNER RSVP
March 4, 2018, at the Eden Valley Event Center
Social Hour: 3:00 Dinner: 4:00
Name ______________________________
Number Attending ________
*Please return the RSVP in the collection basket or
call Linda Ruhland at 453-7052 or Ruth Holdvogt
at 290-5183 by February 18 to reserve your spot!


February 18: Rite of Election
"Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9am
February 20: RCIA Meeting, 7:30
February 23: Living Stations, 5:30
February 25: "Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9:00
February 27: Parish Planning Mtg, 6:30
March 4: "Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9:00
Appreciation Dinner, 3:00
March 9: Stations of the Cross, 5:30
March 11: "Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9:00
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Tuesday, February 20:
No Mass
Thursday, February 22:
8:30 am Mass: † Ethelyn Theis
Friday, February 23:
9:30 am Mass at Hilltop: † Adam
Schlangen
Sunday, February 25:
10:00 am Mass: † Roger Kramer
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Lectors: Kelly Meierhofer
& Michelle Kramer
Ushers: Ralph Linn/Alex Ertl,
Norb Kramer/Luke Haan,
Doris & Joe Rathmann
Ministers of Communion:
Precious Body: Maynard Walz
Precious Blood: Jeanette Walz &
Adam Teicher
Homebound: Ethel Donnay, 398-7332
Servers: Anna, Olivia and Emily Kramer
and Marissa Twardy
Rosary Leader: Maynard & Jeanette Walz
Children’s Liturgy: Michelle Kramer

 
Parish Income
Adult Env.
Loose
Youth
Weekly Auto
Votive
Building Auto
Building Fund
Total

2/11/18
1155.00
289.00
6.00
310.00
8.00
35.00
1000.00
$2803.00

New Parish Center
2/13/18
Total Project Goal
1,896,954.00
Expenses Paid
($1,740,802.27)
Remaining Bills (est.)
50,000.00
Loan
$75,000.00
Unpaid Pledges
$73,654.23
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Mondays: Mary’s Cenacle, 2:00
Mission Quilting, 11:30-3:00
Thursday: Thrift Shop, 9-12
Saturday: Thrift Shop, 9-12

 
February 11-24:
Stan Welle, Nancy
Wiechmann, and Dan
Winter & families.
*Please call Theresia at 7647251 to unlock.

Save the Date for a St. Anthony Fish Fry!
On Friday, March 9th, the Church of St. Anthony will be having a fish fry
from 4:30-8:00 PM. We are looking for volunteers to work and donate
bars. Please contact the parish office if interested, 764-2755
or stanthony@meltel.net. Sign-up sheets will also be available at the
church. Thank you, this is a parish-wide effort!

Stations of the Cross (’n soup)
Our next “Stations ‘n Soup” will be Friday, March 2nd at 5:30 PM. Please
join us for Stations of the Cross and stay for a simple meal of soup &
bread & fellowship to enrich our Lenten journeys. We still need volunteers
to bring in soup or bread. Contact the office if interested.

New Ulm Diocesan Ministries Appeal
The DMA is still ongoing and it’s not too late to contribute. St. Anthony’s
has the goal of $14,953.57 and so far 39 donors have contributed
$5420. There are DMA envelopes in the back of church which you can
use to give to help support these important ministries throughout the
diocese.

Forgiven Study Series
Forgiven explores the grace and healing offered in Confession and shows
how this sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of God’s love.
By looking at God’s revelation of his mercy in Scripture and making a
step-by-step examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven communicates
God’s invitation to each one of us to come experience his indescribable
love in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is offered after the Sunday
Masses at both parishes during Lent. Each session’s videos are just 30
minutes long with discussion to follow. Please join us for this deeper look
at God’s mercy! All are welcome.






February
18: “Forgiven” Study, 11:00 AM
February 21: Faith Formation Classes, 6:30-7:30
Parish Adoration , 6:30-7:30
2nd Grade Parent Meeting, 7:00 PM
February 24: Young Women’s Tea Party, 5PM, Paynesville
February 25: “Forgiven” Study, 11:00 AM

- EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

When I was a teenager, the experience of Catholic retreat basically changed my
life. I wasn't lost or hurting, but the 3 days placed me on a path that led to where
I am today. Certainly, my experiences of faith before and after that weekend also
played a role in the person I have become. However, the power of God I felt in
that short period of time had such a profound effect on me it became a type of
lens through which I then came to see the rest of my life. Sometimes we need
to get away from it all to realize what really matters in life. We step back and see
things more clearly. When we are fully in the world it is hard to get past the
busyness and constant noise of modern existence. Distractions are all around us
and our attention span can be so limited when it comes to truth. This Lent, find
the time to slow down, to get away from it all, and to rest in the peaceful arms
of God. Go to the desert and work on surrendering all you are, and have, and
will be to Jesus. Reflect on the many gifts you have been given and discern the
best ways to cultivate those for God's glory. As this season begins, be mindful of
the fact that this time will never come again. There might be a Lenten season
next year, but God is calling you now.
-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

40 DAYS FOR LIFE-ST CLOUD
Feb 14-March 25th, 2018
40 Days for Life-St Cloud needs people to take vigil hours
to pray in front of the planned parenthood abortion facility
in East St Cloud. Ron Leither (the Friday captain) is asking
our 2 parishes to sponsor the afternoon hours of 1-2pm,
2-3pm, 3-4pm or 4-5pm. What we are asking you to
do is to PRAY PEACEFULLY with us as we walk back &
forth on the sidewalk in front of planned parenthood. We
remain peaceful at all times. If you can do this or if you
just have questions, contact Ron Leither at 320-597-2149
or Judy Haag 320-453-7592
VIGIL: Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Location: On the public side walk in front of Planned
parenthood, 451 East St Germain St.Park in St Augustine’s
parking lot a block south. We need people to sign up for
an hour or “just come”.
OPENING RALLY SAT, Feb 17 noon-2pm
ENDING RALLY SAT, Mar 24
noon-2pm
Rallies begin at NOON-1pm at Vigil site, Then 1-2pm for
a Reception-St Aug’s. The opening rally will feature SFL
from SCS & SBSJ reporting on their pilgrimage to the
MARCH FOR LIFE in Washington DC If you can’t come to
our vigil M-F, come join us for one of our rallies.
*To sign up contact Judy Haag or “just come” join us.
320-453-7592 judy4life@meltel.net

Daily Readings
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt
25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/Mt
6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk
11:29-32
Thursday:1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6/Mt 16:13-19
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 /Mt
5:20-26
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:4348
Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15,
16-17, 18-19/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10

Sacraments
Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at
least 6 months prior to wedding date.
Baptism- Parents/expecting parents should
contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal
prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father.
*The next class is schedule for March 3rd at 9:30
at the Assumption Church.
Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish office
when anointing is needed.

Local Events

February 25: KC Roast Beef & Ham Dinner, 10:301:30, Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish
Traveling Chalice and Madonna
CHILDREN OFTEN TALK about what they want to Rockville, MN
be “when they grow up”; doctors, lawyers, athletes, March 4: KC Breakfast, St. Anne’s in Kimball, 8:00nurses, movie stars, teachers, carpenters. They may 11:30 AM. Proceeds for Kimball area Food Shelf and St.
Anne’s Religious Education program.
talk about these roles, but do they ever talk about a
priest or sister or brother? You are the hand of God *Bulletin Deadline*
--you can encourage your children to consider Bulletin announcements are due by noon on
Church ministry. Sincere thanks to Ralph and Shirley Tuesdays.
Hennen of Assumption Parish for hosting the
Traveling Chalice and Madonna this week.
Please Pray For
Bishop John Kinney, Lori Crozon, Jane Anderson,
Tim Eder, Jackie Boulton Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff
Pauls, the Ertl Family, Alexis Vossen, Jerry
Need some help getting some good Catholic
Weinmann Jr., Laura Miller, Alizabeth Ludwig and
content from the radio? Ready to try
Grace Hohenstein.
something different? Try these:
Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for the


You can listen live on the radio and when the
reception is bad or you’re away download their
mobile apps!

sick members of our community and for all who are in
need. Amid mental and physical suffering may they
find consolation in your healing presence. Show your
mercy as you close wounds, cure illness, make broken
bodies whole and free downcast spirits. May these
special people find lasting health and deliverance, and
so join us in thanking you for all your gifts. We ask this
through the Lord Jesus who healed those who
believed. Amen.

