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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

How are your Lenten resolutions? By the time 
week two rolls around, plenty of well-meaning 
people have skipped, neglected, or outright 
forgotten their Lenten resolutions at least once. 
It can be easy to start excusing our Lenten 
commitments altogether. 

Last week we saw Jesus driven into the desert. 
This Sunday, we see Jesus leading his disciples 
to an equally barren place: he "led them up a high 
mountain apart by themselves." But what 
happens there? "And he was transfigured before 
them and his clothes became dazzling white." 
Today's Gospel reminds us of the goal. We don't 
enter into the desert for the sake of suffering, but 
for the sake of transformation. 

Mountain imagery is prevalent throughout 
Scripture. The sacrifice of Isaac, Moses receiving 
the 10 Commandments, Elijah's revelation of God 
as a tiny whispering sound: all these occur on the 
mountaintop. Mountains are strenuous to hike. 
To assist the traveler in the assent, trails often 
involve switchbacks. These lead the traveler back 
and forth across the mountainside, sometimes 
appearing as if hardly any ground is gained. 
Perhaps Peter, James, and John hiked a similar 
path as Jesus led them up the side of Mount Tabor.
A climb is difficult. A climb in a barren place leaves 
you thirsty, exhausted, and quite possibly 
frustrated or discouraged. Yet this is precisely how 
Jesus leads his closest disciples. Why? Because 
he has something to reveal to them. Practically 
speaking, Jesus needed to bring Peter, James and 
John away from the crowds for this revelation of 
glory to remain hidden. There are spiritual truths 
we will encounter only if we pass through 
difficulty. So let's persevere this Lent! Today's 
Gospel invites us to trust that, if we persevere in 
following Jesus, he'll lead us to something 
beautiful and glorious as well.

Twinned Parish News  

Parish Lenten Challenge
This Lent we are asking parishioners to spend a 
little less time with technology and more time in 
prayer. We are asking that both individuals and 
families choose one evening for a few hours each 
week to "power down" all cell phones, TV's and 
electronic devices and spend more time in prayer, 
silence and reflection. During this time the rosary 
would be prayed for a particular intention that we 
would all share. As an additional challenge, individ-
uals and families can spend time each day on a 
“cell phone and media fast” and add one decade of 
the rosary. This week’s intention: For our be-
loved dead and all poor souls in purgatory, espe-
cially those with no one to pray for them.

Magnificat Subscriptions
The new year for the Magnificat subscriptions will 
start with the April issue, which is received in March. 
The cost for this year is still $29.95. Please pay your 
parish office if you signed up for another year. 

Festival of Forgiveness
12 hours of confessions, St. Louis Church in 
Paynesville, March 2, 9AM-9PM. All are welcome.

Honoring Marriage Day 
May 5, 2018 at the Cathedral of Saint Mary in St. 
Cloud at 1 pm for couples celebrating their 5th, 25th, 
40th, 50th, 60th or 60 plus anniversaries in 2018. If 
you are celebrating one of these anniversaries and 
would like to attend please contact your parish 
office by February 26th. 
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Rite of Election
Congratulations to Mykayla Ballard who signed her name in the "Book of 
the Elect" at the Cathedral, which is referred to as a "Book of Life" in 
Revelation. She has been preparing to enter the Catholic Church through 
RCIA. Mykayla is no longer considered a catechumen, but rather an "elect" 
as she enters the final period of preparation for the sacraments to be 
celebrated at the Easter Vigil. This final period is called "purification and 
enlightenment." This is what Lent is meant to be for everyone. We examine 
our lives, identify sins, purify ourselves, and express gratitude to God. Please 
add Mykayla to your prayers as she approaches the Easter sacraments of 
initiation.

Parish Planning Meeting
Bishop Kettler has asked that all parishes in the St. Cloud diocese organize 
a parish planning meeting which will contribute the overall diocese plan 
regarding the next 20 years of parish life structures in the St. Cloud diocese.  
The parish council, trustees and Fr. Aaron, along with a representative from 
the deanery will be in attendance at this meeting.  All parishioners from the 
Assumption parish are invited to come. This meeting will take place February 
27th at 6:30 in the Lower Level.  
Food Shelf
Consider donating non-perishable food items or money to your local food 
shelf during the month of March “Food Shelf Month”. There will be baskets 
in the back of church and in the classrooms in the lower level for convenient 
drop off stops.  Money can be dropped in the collection basket marked “Food 
Shelf”.  
Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Please support our Diocesan Mission to be Christ’s heart of mercy, voice of 
hope, and hands of justice through your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 
www.stcdio.org

Usher’s Jackets Needed!
If anyone is interested in donating gently used men's black suits or suit 
jackets, please contact Janice Stommes at 453-5313.

Appreciation Dinner
The Assumption Church Appreciation Dinner will be March 4 at the Eden 
Valley Event Center. Social hour at 3:00 and meal at 4:00. All members of 
ministries and their spouses are invited. RSVPs were due by February 18.

Assumption Church Lenten Fish Fry
The Assumption Church’s Lenten fish fry is set for Friday, March 16th from 
4:00-7:30 PM. You can save some money and purchase your tickets in 
advance by contacting Dan Thielen or PJ Connors. Advance tickets will also 
be available in church after Masses in February. 

Adoration Announcements
There are open hours on Mondays at 5:00 p.m and on Tuesday mornings 
at 1-2 a.m. *Please call Rita Haan at 453-7865 or Rose Becker at 453-7496 
if interested.
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Wednesday, February 28: 

5:45 pm Mass: † Joan Riley

Friday, March 2:

7:00 am Mass: † Joseph & Dorothy             

                                 Heirlmaier

Saturday, March 3: 

5:30 pm Mass: People of the Parish

Sunday, March 4: 

8:00 am Mass: † Christine Maul
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Lector: Sarah Kuechle

Ushers: Jim Schutz, Pat Schettler, 

          Frank Meyer & Gene DeMorett

Ministers of Communion: 

DJ Ruprecht, Joyce Gertken & Volunteer

Servers: Sidney Kuechle, Sawyer Kuechle,        

                 Porter Kuechle & Nathan Lang

Music: Jeanette Becker

Rosary Leader: Helen Theis

0���)�����&1�����
Lectors: Eileen Reiter & Sara Kneip

Ushers: Larry Ludwig, Taylor Ludwig, 

             Lyle Laudenbach & Brian Nohner

Ministers of Communion:

           Kris Gruenes, Sheila Laudenbach 

                        & Lisa Ludwig          

Homebound: Mary & Tom Mathies

Servers: Ellie Field, Skyler Field, 

         Amber Scherer & Leya Teicher

Music: Guitar Group

Rosary Leader: Janet Schwartz

���	�	����
������	��
Parish Income
Loose Plate
Adult Env. 
Youth Env.
Votive
Total  

Bazaar YTD: $17,898
Monthly Auto Drafts: $1755

Thank you for your donations!

2/18/18
223.55

2433.00
2.00

        69.00
$2727.55

February 25: "Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9:00
February 27: Parish Planning Mtg, 6:30 
March 3: Teen Lifeline Mass, St. Paul, 
March 4: "Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9:00
                  Appreciation Dinner, 3:00 
March 9: Stations of the Cross, 5:30 
March 11: "Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9:00
March 16-17: 30 Hour Famine, St. Anthony's
March 21: Seder Meal, 1:40 (with 6th grade class)
March 23: Stations 'n Soup, 5:30
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Baptized in Christ
The Church of St. Anthony welcomes its newest member through the 
waters of baptism, Zayla Arianna Gross. Zayla is the daughter of Nick 
& Ann Gross and was baptized on Sunday, February 25th. May the Lord 
grant many blessings on this family!

Shadow Stations
The Confirmation students and their teachers invite you to experience 
the Stations of the Cross in a special and unique way with their Shadow 
Stations on Wednesday, February 28 at 7:00 PM at St. Anthony’s.

St. Anthony Fish Fry News
On Friday, March 9th, the Church of St. Anthony will be having a fish fry 
from 4:30-8:00 PM. This is a parish-wide effort! We are still looking for 
individuals and families to work and donate bars. Please contact the 
parish office if interested, 764-2755 or stanthony@meltel.net. This 
weekend is the last time the sign-up sheets will be available in church. 

Catholic Order of Forester Membership Brunch
There will be a brunch for the members of the Catholic Order of Forest-
ers on Sunday, March 4 after the 10:00 AM Mass in the Parish Center. 

Catholic United Financial Thank You
Thank you to Catholic United Financial for their gift of $200 from their 
Ministree Volunteer Card program. The parish gets money for each hour 
volunteered in the parish.

Mission-of-Love Valentines
Thank you so much for making the valentine project a success. I sent 
$144.00 plus the valentines to The Friends of San Lucas. Your support 
is greatly appreciated. -Kathy Erpelding

Fish Fry Meeting
The next Fish Fry Planning meeting will be held on February 27th at 7:00 
PM. All are welcome!

Food Drive
March is Food Drive Month. Please help our neighbors in need! Food shelf 
envelopes are still available on the giving tree in the back of church for 
monetary donations and collection containers for non-expired, non-
perishable items are available at the church entrances. 

Stations of the Cross (’n soup) for Families
Our next “Stations ‘n Soup” will be Friday, March 2nd at 5:30 PM. This  
Family Stations of the Cross is open to everyone with a special calling for 
families to attend. There will be soup & bread following stations (including 
some kid-friendly favorites), activities for the kids & fellowship. We still 
need volunteers to bring in soup or bread. Contact the office if interested.
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Tuesday, February 27: 

9:30 am Mass at Hilltop: † Beverly Schmitt

Thursday, March 1: 

8:30 am Mass: CCW Members

Friday, March 2:

9:30 am Communion Service at Hilltop 

Sunday, March 4 

10:00 am Mass: COF Members
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Lectors: Mary Ann Hesse & Jessie Teicher

Ushers: Ralph Vossen, Maynard Walz, 

              Mike Erpelding/Brooke Geislinger, 

              Stan Welle/Gavin Klocker

Ministers of Communion:

Precious Body: Betty Dockendorf

Precious Blood: Ethel Donnay &

                          Earl Dockendorf

Homebound: Ruth Geislinger, 764-6431 

Servers: Ben and Charlie Teicher, 

       Max Geislinger & Henry Landwehr

Rosary Leader: Ethel Donnay                        

Children’s Liturgy: Donna Deutsch 

                               & Nicole Holthaus                         

*Stations of the Cross Servers (Mar 2):

Emma & Ellie Donnay & Josie Huberty��
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Parish Income
Adult Env.
Loose 
Youth 
Weekly Auto 
Votive
Building Auto 
Building Fund
Total 
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Mondays: Mary’s Cenacle, 2:00   
      Mission Quilting, 11:30-3:00
Thursday: Thrift Shop, 9-12
Saturday: Thrift Shop, 9-12

�����
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February 25-March 10: 
Chris Wirz, Marc Wirz, 
Ron Yanish and Doug 
Young & families.
     

*Please call Theresia at 764-

7251 to unlock. 

New Parish Center        2/20/18
Total Project Goal       1,896,954.00
Expenses Paid       ($1,740,802.27)
Remaining Bills (est.)      50,000.00
Loan Balance               ~$73,000.00 
Unpaid Pledges             $73,584.23  

2/18/18
1926.00
147.41 

0.00
 310.00
33.15
35.00        

         0.00
     $2451.56
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February 25: “Forgiven” Study, 11:00 AM 
February 27: Fish Fry Meeting, 7:00 PM
February 28: Faith Formation Classes, 6:30-7:30
         Shadow Stations, 7:00 PM (no Adoration)
March 2: “Family” Stations ‘n Soup, 5:30 pm
March 4: “Forgiven” Study, 11:00 AM 
    COF Membership Brunch, 11:00 AM
                    



Daily Readings
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 
23/Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14-16/Mt 
20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6/Lk 16:19-31
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 
18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 
11-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday: Ex 20:1-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/1 Cor 1:22-
25/Jn 2:13-25

Sacraments
Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at 
least 6 months prior to wedding date. 
Baptism- Parents/expecting parents should 
contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal 
prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father. 
*The next class is schedule for March 3rd at 9:30 
at the Assumption Church. 
Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish office 
when anointing is needed. 

*Bulletin Deadline*
Bulletin announcements are due by noon on 
Tuesdays.  

The 30 Hour Famine is 30 hours of fasting at St. 
Anthony's from Friday, March 16th at 12:30 to 
Saturday, March 17th at 6:30PM. During this time, 
you fast together and learn about hunger in the 
world and our communities. On Saturday, you go 
out and make a difference to those who are hungry 
or less fortunate. It's open to all 9th-12th graders. 
No cost! Students need to bring overnight sleeping 
accommodations. Sign up by e-mail or phone to 
either parish. 

Do you want to see the young Catholic 
Church ALIVE? Join NET Ministries and over 1,000 
young people on March 3rd. With contemporary 
music, energetic crowds, and powerful 
presentations, Lifeline is focused on giving 8-12th 
graders in the Minnesota area the chance to 
experience the beauty of Mass with their peers. 
Lifeline programs take place at the NET Center in 
West St. Paul. Doors open at 5:15pm and the event 
begins at 6:00pm. Fr. Michael Becker will preside at 
Mass and Nathan & Caroline Metzinger will present 
the evening program. The topic is Catholic Marriage 
vs. The Secular Culture. On April 29th, 2000, an 
Australian Catholic musician married an American 
Catholic Air-Force brat.…game on. Eighteen years 
and six kids later, they reflect on the Church’s vision 
for marriage through lessons learned as they strive 
to live a Catholic marriage in the midst of an 
increasingly secular culture. The evening will include 
time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

On March 2 at St. Anthony’s there will be Stations of 
the Cross at 5:30 PM followed by soup & bread 
(including some kid-friendly favorites), activities for 
the kids & fellowship. All are welcome. 

Please Remember in your prayers…
Bishop John Kinney, Lori Crozon, Jane Anderson, 
Tim Eder, Jackie Boulton Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff 
Pauls, the Ertl Family, Alexis Vossen, Jerry 
Weinmann Jr., Laura Miller, Alizabeth Ludwig and 
Grace Hohenstein.
 

Youth Activities!

Traveling Chalice and Madonna

THE EUCHARIST SHOULD BE THE HEART of 
every vocational  journey:  it is here that the love 
of God touches us in Christ’s sacrifice, the perfect 
expression of love, and it is here that we learn 
ever anew how to live according to the ‘high 
standard’ of God’s love.  Scripture, prayer and the 
Eucharist are the precious treasure enabling us to 
grasp the beauty of a life spent fully in service of 
the Kingdom.  -POPE BENEDICT XVI This week 

hosts for the Traveling Chalice and Madonna are 
Roger, Nancy and Toni Schlangen of 

Richmond. Sincere thanks to the Schlangens 
for taking special time this Lent to pray for 

Vocations.

Mass

for families




