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Assumption Church 
of Eden Valley
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A Message from Father Aaron 
Why Confession is so Important

Dear brothers and sisters,
“Create a clean heart in me, o God,” is what Psalm 

51 from this 5th week of Lent proclaims. The 
sacrament of confession, or the sacrament of God’s 
mercy, offers us a supernatural opportunity to be free 
and clean, and to begin again. Because of God’s great 
and amazing love for us he gave up his only Son so 
that we might be saved from death caused by our sins 
and live forever. That same Savior who rose from the 
grave allows us to rise to new life as well!

Sin offends the God who created us and is a 
conscious decision made by human beings that distorts 
God’s design of holiness for his children. Mortal sin 
(grave sin) can separate us from his grace. See 
www.saintaquinas.com/mortal_sin.html to look at sins 
which are considered mortal in the Church. Venial 
sins are not of a serious nature and do not separate 
us from God’s grace. If we die in a state of mortal sin 
we suffer eternal misery and damnation in fires of hell 
and are separated from God and all the faithful for 
eternity. Judgment day is a part of our Catholic Faith 
that may not be a “fun” subject to talk, but 
nevertheless we must confront it and be prepared at 
all times “lest the day catch us off guard like a thief.” 

The sacrament of confession has the supernatural 
power to bring us back into God’s loving arms of mercy 
and into a state of grace (www.catholic.com/ 
tract/grace-what-it-is-and-what-it-does). If we are in 
a state of grace when we die we will be saved and 
enjoy eternal happiness in heaven with God and all the 
faithful. In the state of grace we are in a right 
relationship with our God and his grace operates in and 
through us. Receiving the gift of confession gives us a 
certainty that God has truly forgiven us through the 
priest. (If you ever have any questions about this 
please feel free to ask me.)

We have a deep desire for peace in our hearts and 
a heart that is light and free of burdens and regrets is 
a heart at peace. Other spiritual benefits of 
confession are; a better knowledge of self, helps 
us overcome vice (repeated serious sin), brings 
peace, makes us holy and closer to Christ, and 
makes our will stronger toward the good.

My brothers and sisters, if you are seeking peace 
in your heart and peace for eternity, ask God to create 
clean heart in you! If it has been a long time since you 
have been to confession, it will be okay, the priest will 
help you through it. Come to the mercy of the Lord 
and experience the graces of Easter in a new way! 
Then together we will proclaim, “Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good, and his mercy endures forever!”  

     In Christ,
Father Aaron

Twinned Parish News  
Parish Lenten Challenge
This Lent we are asking parishioners to spend a 
little less time with technology and more time in 
prayer. This week’s intention: For an end to 
abortion and for the respect of human life from 
conception to natural death.  

Lenten Reconciliation Services 
March 18:
St. Anthony @ 4:00 PM, Assumption @ 7:00 PM
March 25: 
St. Nicholas: 4 PM and St. Anne’s in Kimball: 7 PM

Easter Flowers Donations
Remember your loved ones this Easter with a 
donation to the Easter Flower fund. You can drop 
your donation in the Sunday collection in an 
envelope marked “Easter Flowers” or mail it to the 
parish offices. Be sure to include the names of those 
to be remembered, who it is from and which parish 
it’s for. Donations need to be in the office by March 
29th to be included in the Easter bulletin.

Holy Week Schedule
Holy Thursday: 5PM-St. Anthony, 7PM-Assumption
Good Friday: 3PM-Assumption, 6PM-St. Anthony
Easter Vigil: 8:30PM at St. Anthony
Easter Sunday: 8AM-Assumption, 10AM-St. Anthony

Anointing of the Sick 
On Tuesday, March 20 there will be anointing of 
the sick after the Mass at the nursing home. 

Prayer to End Abortion 
Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life,
And for the lives of all my brothers and sisters.
I know there is nothing that destroys more life 
than abortion, yet I rejoice that you have 
conquered death by the Resurrection of Your Son.
I am ready to do my part in ending abortion.
Today I commit myself
      Never to be silent,
      Never to be passive,
      Never to be forgetful of the unborn.
I commit myself to be active in the pro-life 
movement, and never to stop defending life
Until all my brothers and sisters are protected,
And our nation once again becomes
A nation with liberty and justice
Not just for some, but for all,
Through Christ our Lord. Amen! 
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Assumption Fish Fry Thank You!
Thank you to all who helped with the fish fry last Friday! Thank you to 
our organizers, volunteers, and bread and bar makers. Also, thank you 
to all who were able to attend!  

Sharp Dressed Ushers!
All of our ushers serve in very valued roles as they help set a tone of 

welcome, reverence and order at the Mass. We know that how we dress 
speaks to the significance of the occasion. I ask that the ushers help to 

lead the way. It has been great to see some of the ushers starting to wear 

suits and ties at Mass. I must say it has been looking sharp! All Assump-
tion parish ushers are asked to please come dressed in your suit and tie 

by Palm Sunday to begin our Holy Week liturgies.  Please call or see Roch 
Ruhland, Janice Stommes or Ruth Holdvogt if you have any questions.  

Thank you for your service to the people of Assumption. -Fr. Aaron

Catholic United Financial
St. Joseph St. Mary’s Council of Catholic United Financial will have their 
Corporate Communion Sunday on March 18th. The members are invited 
to sit up front on the right-hand side and go to communion in a body. 
After Mass, all parishioners are invited for coffee and rolls in the Lower 
Level, compliments of the Council. 

Seder Meal Experience
All are invited to come and experience a Seder meal in the lower level of 
Assumption Church on Wednesday, March 21st at 1:40 P.M. Since the 
Lord freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the Jews [and 
JudeoChristians (us)] celebrate the Passover in thanksgiving for freedom. 
The foods that are shared at a Seder meal include 'wine', lamb, 
unleavened bread, lettuce, egg, and applesauce.

Mark Your Calendars!
Assumption Parish Breakfast hosted by our youth on April 8, 2018, from 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon. Details to follow!

Adoration Chapel 
The Adoration chapel will close at 4 P.M. on Holy Thursday and remain 
closed the rest of the week.

Adoration Announcements Updated*
There is still an open hour for adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on  
Tuesdays at 1-2 a.m. There are many blessings that come with praying 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament, please consider taking one of these 
hours! Please call Rita Haan at 453-7865 or Rose Becker at 453-7496 if 
interested. 

Attention Facebook users:
Please join (Assumption Church Eden Valley) group page. This is a great 
way to advertise upcoming events for our parish. Join the group and 
share info about events.
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Wednesday, March 21: 

5:45 pm Mass: † Wilfred Becker

Friday, March 23:

7:00 am Mass: † Bill Cutten 

Saturday, March 24: 

5:30 pm Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday, March 25: 

8:00 am Mass:  † Fr. Leo Leisen 
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Lectors: Deb Huschle, Sarah Kuechle 

                    & Bill Tschumperlin

Ushers: Ernie Heinen, Tony Torborg, 

            Ralph Hennen & Randy Kuechle 

Ministers of Communion: 

           Andrea Huschle, Bobbi Jo Kneip 

                     & Stacey Moehrle

Servers: Jack Kneip, Paige Kneip, 

          Peyton Thull & Ellaree Anderson 

Music: Lisa Thielen 

Rosary Leader: Lorraine Vivier
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Lectors: Tom Mathies, Steve Ries 

                      & Wanda Reiter

Ushers: Jack Evens, Arnie Gruenes, 

          Arnie Gruenes Jr. & Sam Nistler

Ministers of Communion:

   Donna Bischof, Jenni Evens & Chad Field         

Homebound: Colleen & Gary Sogge 

Servers: Jack Evens, Mallory Evens, 

  Cory Zimmerman & Amy Zimmerman

Music: Becky Haag 

Rosary Leader: Donna Bischof
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Parish Income
Loose Plate
Adult Env. 
Youth Env.
Votive
Total  

Monthly Auto Drafts: $1755

Thank you for your donations!

"Unless a grain of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it remains just a 

grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 

produces much fruit."

3/11/18
128.00

3106.25
9.25

        96.00
$3339.50
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March 21: Seder Meal, 1:40 (with 6th grade class)
March 23: Stations 'n Soup, 5:30
March 25: "Forgiven" Adult Faith Formation, 9:00
April 8:  Youth Brunch, 8:30-12:00
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Chicken Noodle Soup and Bouja
The Catholic Order of Foresters will be selling their 
homemade chicken noodle soup and Bouja this Sunday 
(March 18) from 8:30-12:00. Bouja is $13.00 per gallon. 
Chicken Noodle Soup is $12.00 per gallon. This will be the 

last time for the season.

St. Anthony Fish Fry Results
At last week’s fish fry we served over 650 dinners for a profit of $3300. 
Thanks again to all who helped organize and work and to all who were 
able to attend!

New Eucharistic Ministers Schedules
The new schedules for the Eucharistic ministers for Mass are now 
available in the back of church on the usher’s table. 

Scheduling Thank You's
A special thank you to Dolores Faber for handling all the schedules for 
the Rosary Leaders, Eucharistic Ministers for Mass and for the Homebound 
in the past. Sharon Simmons will be the new scheduler for the Rosary 
leaders, Theresa Faber for the Eucharistic ministers and Betty Vossen for 
the Homebound. Thank you all for stepping up to take on these roles! 
May God bless you all for your service to His church. 

Traveling Chalice and Madonna
The sign up sheet for hosting the Traveling Chalice and Madonna is in 
the back of church on the usher’s table. Please consider hosting the 
chalice and Madonna for a week in your home. You just need to pick up 
the “kit” in the sacristy on Sunday after Mass and return it the following 
week before Mass. The “kit” has all you need to help you pray for 
vocations in your home during the week. Individuals, couples and families 
are all encouraged to take part! If you have already hosted, feel free to 
sign up again.

Food Drive
March is Food Drive Month. Please help our neighbors in need! Food shelf 
envelopes are still available on the giving tree in the back of church for 
monetary donations and collection containers for non-expired, non-
perishable items are available at the church entrances. 
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Tuesday, March 20: 

9:30 am Mass at Hilltop: †Carol Fuchs
Thursday, March 22: 

8:30 am Mass: †Lawrence Geislinger

Sunday, March 25: 

10:00 am Mass: †Maria Mathies 
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Lectors: Holly Geislinger & Heidi Schoenecker

Narrator: Tammy Winter, Voice: Andy Hesse 

Ushers: Ralph Linn, Norb Kramer, 

              Doris Rathmann/Jayce Stenger, 

              Joe Rathmann/Jaylah Umana

Ministers of Communion:

Precious Body: Jack Kinzer

Precious Blood: Rachel Kinzer & Volunteer

Homebound: Ruth Geislinger, 764-6431 

Servers: Carly & Cadence Meierhofer, 

              Alexis Vossen & Josie Huberty 

Rosary Leader: Sharon Simmons                     

Children’s Liturgy: Margi Schreifels 

                                    & Amber Loch 
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Parish Income
Adult Env.
Loose Plate
Youth 
Weekly Auto 
Votive
Building Auto 
Building Fund
Total 
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Mondays: Mary’s Cenacle, 2:00   
      Mission Quilting, 11:30-3:00
Thursday: Thrift Shop, 9-12
Saturday: Thrift Shop, 9-12
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March 11- 24:

Bill Arnold, Ken Asfeld, 

Chad Asfeld and Gene 

Asfeld & families.
     

*Please call Theresia at 

764-7251 to unlock. 

New Parish Center        3/13/18
Total Project Goal       1,896,954.00
Expenses Paid       ($1,778,640.27)
Remaining Bills (est.)      12,000.00
Loan Balance                 $71,114.40 
Unpaid Pledges             $71,579.23  

3/11/18
2221.00
250.00 

0.00
 300.00
19.00
35.00        

    1300.00
     $4125.00
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LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

We all fear losing that which is familiar. We fear dying. When our securities and 
familiarities are threatened, the anxiety of uncertainty can lead us into fear and 
despair. We have difficulty believing that new life comes from death. This is the 
basis of what it means to hope. There are no dead ends or final endings with God. 
Through his passion and death, Jesus opens up the possibility for new life and 
new beginnings for all believers. "Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit." As 
our journey of Lent hastens to an end, the mystery of Christ's passion and death 
come before us to teach us valuable lessons both for this life and the next.

March 18: “Forgiven” Study, 11:00 AM            
March 21: Faith Formation Classes, 6:30-7:30
            (Youth Penance, Grades: 6-9)
      Parish Adoration 6:30-7:30
 March 25: “Forgiven” Study, 11:00 AM 



Daily Readings
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 
27, 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or 
Lk 2:41-51a
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-21 /Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3: 52, 53, 
54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-
59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-7/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12,13/Jn 
11:45-56 
Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps 
22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24/Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1-
15:47 

Sacraments
Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at 
least 6 months prior to wedding date. 
Baptism- Parents/expecting parents should 
contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal 
prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father. 
Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish office 
when anointing is needed. 

*Bulletin Deadline*
Bulletin announcements are due by noon on 
Tuesdays.  Please note the upcoming early bulletin 
deadlines for Easter. 

Please remember in your prayers…
Bishop John Kinney, Lori Crozon, Jane Anderson, 
Tim Eder, Jackie Boulton Family, Theresa Welle, 
Jeff Pauls, the Ertl Family, Alexis Vossen, Jerry 
Weinmann Jr., Laura Miller, Alizabeth Ludwig,  
Grace Hohenstein, Paula Schlangen, Charlie 
Schoen and Jane Torborg.

Traveling Chalice and Madonna
CHRIST SPOKE of the talents each one of 
us has, talents which must not be buried.  Our 
calling is to take those talents, develop them 
fully, and then use them in establishing His 
kingdom on earth.  Are you using your talents 
to fulfill  your vocation to service?  Take some 
time today to reflect on how you might use 
your special talents in the service of the 
Kingdom.  Our sincere appreciation to Anthony 
and Julie Niewind and family of Assumption 
Parish for hosting the Traveling Chalice and 
Madonna this week!  

Feb 14-March 25th, 2018 

VIGIL: Mon-Fri 7am-7pm 
Location: On the public side walk in front of Planned 
Parenthood, 451 East St. Germain Street. Park in St 
Augustine’s parking lot a block south. Judy Haag 
(coor) 320-453-7592,  judy4life@meltel.net .“Will you 
not pray with me for 1 hour"? Opportunities exist to 
ride & pray with these area people: Wed-Rosie Becker 
2-3pm;   Thurs-Karen Rausch 10am-1pm; Friday-Mary 
Jo Ruhland & Ethel Donnay  1-2pm Friday-Ron 
Leither  2-5pm Call Judy Haag or the people listed to 
arrange riding together.

PRAY TO END LEGALIZED ABORTION.
What we are asking you to do is to PRAY PEACEFULLY 
with us as we walk back & forth on the sidewalk in 
front of planned parenthood. The reason we PRAY is 
to ask God to STOP LEGALIZED ABORTION in our 
country. We remain peaceful at all times. 

Area Events
March 18: St. Joseph Society Breakfast, 8:30-12:30, St. Agnes 
Church basement, Roscoe
March 24: Chicken Alfredo Dinner, St. Wendelin Parish, Mary 
Hall, Luxemburg. 4:30-7:30, raffle, everyone welcome. 
March 24: KC Council 3820, 28th Annual FARM TOY & CRAFT 
SHOW at the St Louis Catholic Church, Paynesville, 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm. Door Prizes. Concessions available.
Divine Mercy Pilgrimage to Poland with Fr Michael Wolfbauer 
and Fr. Gabriel Walz, September 28-October 6, 2018. Call 
320-260-2753 or visit www.pilgrimages.com/dombrovski for 
more information. 

Chrism Masses
The Chrism Mass is a beautiful opportunity to join 
together in prayer with the bishops and priests from 
each diocese. At the Chrism Mass, priests renew their 
priestly promises and the holy oils which are used 
throughout the year in the parishes are blessed by the 
bishop. The Chrism Masses this year will be on March 
22 at 7:00 PM. New Ulm’s Chrism Mass will be held at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm and St. 
Cloud’s will be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral in St. Cloud. 
All are welcome to attend these special Masses!

Early Bulletin Deadlines
With the upcoming Easter holiday, we have some early 
bulletin deadlines. (By noon each day)
March 24-25 bulletins are due Monday, March 19
March 30-April 1 bulletins are due Friday, March 23




