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An Easter Message from Father Aaron
Let Us Rejoice (especially now) and Be Glad!
Dear Friends,
This Lent and Holy Week have, without a doubt, been the
strangest and most difficult weeks of my priesthood. Many
people have shared the word, “strange” to describe these days.
The pandemic has affected all of us, almost constantly. I
personally believe that odd feeling that people are experiencing
is a void of God’s presence in the Holy Eucharist and the Sacrifice
of the Mass. St. Padre Pio once said, “The earth could exist more
easily without the sun than without the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass.” With the lack of Masses being said throughout the entire
world, there is a deep void of God’s most precious Eucharistic
presence amongst his people. And that is indeed beyond strange,
it is tragic.
Yet, amid the challenges we face, as believers in the One,
True and Eternal God, is the bright burst of hope that shines
from under the stone that covers the darkness. Jesus Christ, the
Alpha and the Omega, He who is, who was and who always will
be, has risen from the tomb to conquer death and sin! He brings
redemption to all that is broken and light into the darkness. This
Easter Sunday, especially, is a cause for rejoicing! Jesus Christ
has Risen! Alleluia!! Alleluia!!
The responsorial psalm for Easter Sunday is, “This is the day
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” Easter Sunday
is always a cause for rejoicing. Springtime abounds with trees
budding, fields and water opening, the sun brightening, flowers
blooming and nature coming alive! The Creator has so splendidly
made the earth to bring about a dying and rising to new life and
beauty each year. However, there is even greater work than the
blossoming of nature. It is the blossoming of human nature into
a new creation from sin and death, to repentance, conversion,
saving grace and joy through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
the Savior of the world!
With all that is happening around us is the one and only
reason we really need for joy. It is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, our Savior, Master and Friend, and his promise. One
distinguishing mark of the Saints is joy in the midst of suffering.
How is this possible? Their inner joy comes from a deep faith in
the power of Jesus’ promise of redemption. Pope Saint John Paul
II once said, “The Resurrection revealed this glory —
eschatological glory. … Those who share in the sufferings of
Christ are also called, through their own sufferings, to share in
glory”
My brothers and sisters, I pray that this Easter Season brings
you abundant graces that come from our Risen Lord Jesus Christ!
May he bless you, carry you and bring you abundant joy!
In Christ,
Father Aaron

Twinned Parish News
Divine Mercy
“Seal the Doorposts”

In this time of calamity, the Marian
Fathers invite you to participate in a
simple but incredibly powerful act of
faith. To protect you and your family,
we urge you to post an Image of the
Divine Mercy on your front doors. Have
you posted yours? If you need another
copy, there are some at St. Anthony’s
and you can also print your own at:
www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/sealdoorposts

Mass Cancellations
& Restrictions

The status of the coronavirus is
continuously changing and evolving. At
the time of bulletin publication there
were no new Mass announcements or
restrictions to report. Please check the
parish websites or call the office for the
latest information.
Church Giving In this uncertain
time we humbly ask that you
remember your contributions to the
parishes. There are a few different
ways that you can give: You can set up
automatic withdrawal through the
banks in town. The forms can be found
on each parishes’ website and in the
back of the churches. Simply fill out the
form and turn it in to the office. You
can also mail in your donations or drop
them off at the offices. *Online giving
will also be available in the near future,
watch the websites for it. Please
call/email either office with any
questions. *Thank you to those who
have been able to mail or drop off their
donations and to those who have
signed up for automatic withdrawal.
We are grateful for your support! If you
are not able to give to the parishes at
this time, we understand and would
appreciate your prayers!

 

Tuesday, April 14:
No Public Mass † Leo Wieneke
Wednesday, April 15:
No Public Mass: Christian Mothers
Thursday, April 16:
No Public Mass: † Rose Imholte
Friday, April 17:
No Public Mass: †Barbara Knight
Saturday, April 18:
No Public Mass: † Joan Riley
Sunday, April 19:
No Public Mass: † Jackie Boulton


Bishop’s Annual Appeal We are the Church Together: Your diocesan

ministries are working to walk with you during these troubling times.
Diocesan staff continue to reach out to parishes, advance ministries from
home and respond to phone calls and messages. Our diocesan website has
updates, messages from Bishop Kettler, spiritual resources and prayers at
www.stcdio.org. May God be with you and those you love.
Missalette Lending Missalettes for
borrowing to help follow along with the
readings and Mass parts are available at
St. Anthony’s. Feel free to borrow and
simply bring back after Masses resume
as normal.

3:00 Prayer Warriors!
Dedicated prayer warriors were lined
up in front of church last week to
pray together during the 3:00 hour.

“As for me, to be near God is
my good, to make the Lord
God my refuge.” ~Psalm 73:28

Father Aaron has asked us all to
unite in prayer at 3PM with a Chaplet
of Divine Mercy and 7PM for a
Rosary. Resources on how to pray
these devotions can by found on the
parish websites. Please join us as

we pray to together for an end
to the virus and for everyone
affected it!

In lieu of meeting in person for our 40 Days for Life closing rally, here are
some prayers and other things that you can do. Let us unite and pray for the
end of abortion.
1.
Keep praying!
2. Write a letter to Governor Walz to stop abortions from happening during
COVID-19.
3.
Donate to elevate (Birthline) in St. Cloud. (www.elevatestcloud.org/donate)
4.
Donate to pregnancy resource center in St. Cloud. (www.preghelp.com/donate)
5.
Pregnancy resource center also has a walk for life (online...so you walk near your own home) on
May 2nd that you can raise money for, get others aware and donating.
6.
Stay up to date with the pro-life movement at 40daysforlife.com
7.
Post your pro-life signs in your yard or windows.
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for closing 107 abortion facilities around the nation for good. We
ask that you keep the abortion facilities that have closed for COVID-19 closed for good as well. Please
guide the hearts and minds of abortion workers who are continuing to perform abortions during this
pandemic. Make them aware of the life that they are choosing to end. Comfort mothers who were
planning to have an abortion, that they may know the beauty of the life inside of them. Help us to stay
fervent in prayer, bringing our hopes and needs to You and all those in Heaven. Amen.
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St. Anthony Cemetery Notice Please remove and dispose of any
Christmas/holiday decorations that you or your family have placed on
the monuments or grave sites of your departed loved ones. We ask that
this be done by April 15. Please note there are no trash bins in cemetery.
Thrift Store Announcements The St. Anthony Thrift Store will be
closed until further notice. They will not be taking any new donations at
this time. Thank you!
Is Jesus Calling You? Is Jesus asking you to spend more time with
Him in prayer? We have one last open hour of adoration (Friday mornings
at 1-2 AM) that is needed to fill before we can begin our overnight
adoration hours. Please prayerfully considered taking this hour. Call Heidi
at 250-1091 if interested.

“Happy is the man whom God reproves! The Almighty's chastening do not reject.
For he wounds, but he binds up, he smites, but his hands give healing.” ȋ ͙ǣ͕͛Ǧ͕͜Ȍ

How can I stay connected to the parishes?

The St. Anthony Facebook page and the Assumption Church group on Facebook are being
continuously updated. “Like” St. Anthony’s page (Church of St. Anthony Watkins) or join
Assumption’s group (Assumption Church of Eden Valley) to get notifications of new activity.
Hint: you don’t need to sign up for Facebook to view St. Anthony’s page.
Videos and daily and Sunday Masses with Father Aaron are available on St. Anthony’s
YouTube channel (Church of St. Anthony Watkins, MN). Subscribe to the channel and turn
on notifications to get notified when new content is uploaded.
The parish websites are being continuously updated with announcements, videos and
resources. The websites can be found at: www.churchoftheassumptionedenvalley.org &
www.stanthonywatkins.com

I don’t have a computer or internet, what can I do?

The parish offices are still open. Please feel free to call or email the parish offices with questions,
requests or just the need to connect. Also know that the parishes want to help however they can
please let us know if there us anything we can do.
Bulletins will still be printed and available at the churches. If you are unable to view the bulletin
online or get to church to pick one up, call the office to have a bulletin mailed out to you.

United in Prayer!

Whether we are online or at home we can all gather together spiritually in prayer. Let us all
gather each day at 3:00 PM for the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and 7:00 PM for the Holy Rosary.
No one is ever alone when in prayer!

Sacraments

Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at
least 6 months prior to wedding date.
Baptism-Parents or expecting parents should
contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal
prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father.
The next class will be on April 26th after the 8AM
Mass at Assumption.
Confession- by appointment
Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish office
when anointing is needed.
SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help during these diffi- Bulletin Deadline Bulletin announcements are
due by noon on Tuesdays.
cult times!
Please show your support for your parishes by also
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week without them, and
right now they need your help more than ever.
Please encourage and remind others to show their
support and shop local during these hard times!

**The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
available by appointment. Please call/email
either parish office to arrange a time. **
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Did you know? We
are all called to be
saints! This talk
will be sure to
jump-start your
spiritual life and
shed some light on
what it means to
be a contemporary
saint. It’s great for
teens and adults!

Gain a Plenary Indulgence!

The Church grants a plenary indulgence (removal
of the temporal punishment due to forgiven sin)
to all those who are suffering from the coronavirus,
to healthcare workers who are treating those
affected, and to all the lay faithful. In order to
obtain the plenary indulgence, Catholics must have
the will to fulfill the usual conditions as soon as
possible (confession and Holy Communion when
next available) and do one of the following
spiritual acts:
For those suffering from the coronavirus &
healthcare workers treating them:
-Attend Mass (even if only possible through streaming)
-Pray the Rosary.
-Pray the Stations of the Cross.
-If Mass, Rosary, or Stations of the Cross is not
possible, pray the Apostles’ Creed, an Our Father,
and a Hail Mary.
For the rest of the lay faithful:
-Visit the Blessed Sacrament.
-Read the Bible for at least half an hour.
-Pray the Rosary.
-Pray the Stations of the Cross.
-Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
The spiritual act must be offered for the following
intentions: the end of the pandemic, relief for
those afflicted, and eternal salvation for those
whom the Lord has called to himself.

Remember in Your Prayers…Jackie Boulton
Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff Pauls, the Ertl Family,
Alexis Vossen, Alizabeth Ludwig, Grace Hohenstein,
Paula Schlangen, Charlie Schoen, June Berg., Carol
Wieneke, Makayla Kammermeir, Alvin & Bernice
Meierhofer, Michelle C. Isaacs, Eldred Froehling, and
the Ley Family.

SALZL WELDING & MACHINE
SHOP SERVICE INC.
Aluminum • Cast • Steel
Custom Machine Work & Fabrication
50 Years Experience

Monday - Friday 8-5 Saturday 8-4
38975 CSAH 17 • Watkins, MN

320.764-7533

267 State. St. S.		
Linda Berg
EdenValley, MN
Owner
(320) 453-2020

YoungBrothers
construction

Siding • Vinyl Windows • Doors

Roofing • Decks • New Construction

Tues.Thurs.Fri. 9am - 5pm • Wed. 1pm - 8pm
Sat. 9am 12pm • Evening by Appointment

John (320) 761-6878 • Jim (320) 290-1115

13915 Badger Rd. • Kimball, MN
(320) 398-2519 Contractor ID # BC-20564745

LOST & FOUND

Boeckman
Body Shop

Religious Books & Gifts
Home Decor & More
Eden Valley 320.453.5678

Since1960

320-764-5845
Collision Repair

FABER BUILDING B & S Excavating, Inc.
& SUPPLIES, INC.
We Specialize in septic systems,
designing, installation and repair.

BACKHOE • DOZER • SKIDLOADER
DEMOLITION • LANDSCAPING • BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS • HAULING • TILING
Shawn Sheets (320) 248-1499
Joe Beier (320) 243-3373

HWY 55 & Central Ave. S.
Watkins, MN

(320) 764-2225

Cold Spring Floral

KOHNEN’S
Heating • A/C, LLC.

(320) 453-3673

Custom Heating & Cooling Systems
Service • Sales • Installation
Over 25 Years Experience!
BOB KOHNEN • Paynesville, MN
320-597-7191 • Cell: 320-267-0404
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
FREE ESTIMATES • EXPERT SERVICE TECHNICIAN

27 Red River Ave. N.
Cold Spring, MN 56320

320.685.8624 • Paula Hansen

390 State St. N.,
Eden Valley

Eden Valley
Lumber Company

Eden Valley
Veterinary
Clinic

Some bigger but none better

A Strong Legacy. A Powerful Future.

DAN HAAG, OWNER

248 Park Ave. E.
Eden Valley, MN

170 Meeker Ave. N.
(320) 764-2600
fsbwatkins.com

Building Materials • Homes, Ag • Light Commercial

320.453.2293

Eden Valley • 453-2360

REFLECTIONS
MENTAL HEALTH
(320) 249-7144
Lynette (Lyn) Imdieke-Struzyk
Watkins, MN

JIM SCHLANGEN

Richmond | (320)597-2672

Home, Auto, Farm, and Business Insurance

RON’S EXCAVATING
SERVICE
Ron Yanish

(320) 764-2811

Daniel Schleper
CPA
16 N 3rd Ave • Cold Spring, MN

320.685.8634
danschlepercpa@qwestoffice.net
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Sales • Service • Installation
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320-597-3200

FreshOn55.com

Emergency
320-293-1881
13 Main Street W • PO BOX
249 • Richmond MN 56368
State Highway 55 • Eden Valley
320-597-3200
Additional
services available:
Business: 320-453-2822
Hydro jetting services • Drain cleaning
Cell: 320-282-7801
Free Estimates • Financing options available

Just off Hwy 55 West of Eden Valley
Steve & Jamie Ries 541-420-0272
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P l u m b i n g , H e a t i n g & A / CResidential
, L L C & Light Commercial

Open: M-F: 8AM - 5PM | Sat: 8AM - 2PM Residential
Richmond
& Light Commercial

522 Meeker Ave. E. • Eden Valley
achine & W
nM
eld
ele

We Grow Garden Fresh Produce
so you don’t have to! Sign up for
weekly or bi-weekly pick ups.

Lic# PM 062916

Plumbing, Heating & A/C, LLC

320-453-3525 • tmwattachments.com
Dan Thielen, Owner • Greg Thielen, Manager

Contact Gina Shaughnessy • gshaughnessy@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2487

Josh Kraemer, Owner 320-597-7272

Vigils on Planned Parenthood Sidewalk

Mike Portner Eden Valley
Bob Hennen 320-453-HEAT

Feb 26-Apr 5| 7am-7pm

Judy Haag
(320) 453-7592

40DaysForLife.com/StCloud
Judy4Life@meltel.net

www.williamsdingmann.com

Commercial • Residential
Roofing • Siding

320-453-3608

www.brauncontracting.com

763-286-0806

Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers?
We Can Help

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease
including cataract surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular
degeneration, and yes we do routine eye exams.
We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD
320.774.3789
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