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A Gospel Meditation
A pair of ducks found
their way to the same
little corner of the
property year after
year. Sheltered by a
little grove of trees,
they quickly made
their preparations to
build a nest, lay eggs,
and welcome in a new family. Then one year, only one
of the ducks came to that little corner. She went about
the business of building a nest, but this time, she was
clearly unsettled. She would wander around, sometimes
seemingly without purpose, almost hoping perhaps that
her mate might come along. But, she remained alone.
There were many times when we could hear her “crying”,
mourning her loneliness and lack of purpose, sitting on
a batch of eggs that would never hatch. One day, she
quietly left that little corner never to return again.
Many human beings approach life this way. We silently
grieve our loneliness, lack of direction, and sense of
purpose. Maybe life once had meaning for us, but nothing
seems to claim us and settle our restlessness any longer.
We wander around looking and hoping for someone or
something to come our way. We may even sob at times,
wailing as we sit with the misery of our pain. Will
happiness ever come our way again? Or will we simply
leave where we are never to return again? Many are lost,
wandering souls who are not quite sure where to settle
or where to make a home.
We are meant to be in Christ. This glorious feast of
the Ascension shows us, with clear vision, who Jesus
really is! Understanding ourselves in Christ really changes
things up and reorients us to our greater purpose,
mission, and meaning. We are part of the cosmic wonder
of creation and part of a bigger plan and mystery,
destined to be much more than what we now know
ourselves to be. Could Jesus’ friends know who he would
become? If we can find the Christ present within and see
the Christ bursting forth in all creation and beyond, then
we can come to know our truth and understand where
our home and life is meant to be.
Advancing upon the blessing of each new day with
the certain knowledge that you are an unconditionally
loved child of God gives you the axis and the safe harbor
to cope with whatever comes your way. The gift of joy
will be yours, and you can discover your true meaning
and purpose. Look within, look without, look above, and
look below. You are not alone. Trust that God will lead
you where you need to be and transform you into who
you really are.

Twinned Parish News
Congratulations Graduates!

Congratulations
to
the
graduating class of 2020! We
pray that God's grace continues
to shine upon you and He grants
you understanding of His plan for your life. You
will all continue to be in our prayers as you start
your next journey! Congratulations to all of the
students of our community and our parish
community! Assumption Church: Jake
Blommer, Nathan Brutger, Jack Evens, Ashley
Gruenes, Brandon Kelm, Olivia Kuechle, Sawyer
Kuechle, Sidney Kuechle, Meryl Kuechle, Taylor
Ludwig, Madison Johannes, Kayla Johannes,
Mason Molitor, Samuel Nistler, Morgan
Plamann, Anthony Schettler, Faith Schultz,
Adam Stommes, Jakob Thielen, Cory
Zimmerman St. Anthony Church: Laila Asfeld,
Blake Donnay, Alex Ertl, Carson Geislinger, Luke
Haan, Nicole Holthaus, Amber Loch, Grant
Oporto, Jayce Stenger, and Jaylah Umana.
“Whatever you do, do from the heart, for the
Lord and not for others.” ~Colossians 3:23
Cancellations/Restrictions Please see
the inserted letter for the latest regarding the
return to public Mass. This letter is also available
on the parish websites on the “News and
Events” page or under “Latest Announcements”.
Homemade Masks Two parishioners have
offered to make masks for those who are
interested. Different sizes and color options are
available. Call Molly Zimmerman at 320-2508401 to order or if you have any questions.

Summer (from Faith Formation)

Summer is going to look a lot differently this
year than it has in the past. Totus Tuus and the
Steubenville Conference have both been
canceled. Safety and health are of the utmost
importance to us! Even though the big events
put on by outside entities are canceled, it
doesn't mean we can't do something within our
parish community - inside the parameters we
are given. We don't plan on being idle over the
summer! With restrictions and limitations, it is
hard to plan too far into the future. Please keep
an eye on your email, the Facebook page &
parish websites for future events for adults &
students during this time.
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Tuesday, May 26:
† Brian Walz
Wednesday, May 27:
† Andrew Rossmeisl
Thursday, May 28:
† Lorraine Werner
Friday, May 29:
† Robert Schoenecker
Saturday, May 30:
People of the Parishes
Sunday, May 31:
† Sally Kramer

**At the time of publication, no concrete
plans of public Masses have been made.
Once plans are confirmed, letters will be
mailed to all parishioners and the
websites and Facebook account will be
updated.

 

May 18, 2020
Adult Env
2030.00
Easter
50.00
Rice Bowl
30.00
Votive
144.55
Total
$2254.55

Cemetery Collection Fund Included in your May envelopes is one

entitled "Cemetery Collection Fund." The purpose of the collection is to
help fund the annual cost of operating the cemetery. A heartfelt thanks
to everyone who has donated in the past to the Cemetery Collection Fund
and/or contributed in any way to help make our cemetery both functional
and beautiful. Your generosity is very much appreciated.
Cemetery Announcement The gates to the Assumption Cemetery
will be open Memorial weekend from Friday, May 22 thru Monday, May
25. Visitors should feel free to drive into the cemetery for easy access to
the burial sites they want to visit. A reminder: all flowers and articles
must be placed so they do no interfere with grass cutting.
Blood Drive Thank You! Thank you to all the donors. There were
66 units collected. With the times that we are living in right now it is great
to see that volunteering to donate blood to a stranger, in need, is still
high priority for donors to come out from our community and the
neighboring communities. Thank you to the volunteers and everyone that
helped. May you all stay safe, healthy, and strong. Next blood drive:
Monday, August 17th in Eden Valley.
Bishop’s Annual Appeal We receive many prayer intentions from
the diocesan faith community. All are carefully preserved and prayed over
by Bishop Kettler, diocesan staff and the sisters at Saint Clare’s Monastery
in Sauk Rapids. Please know that whether or not you are able to send a
gift, your requests for prayer are welcome.

Father of Mercies, in your goodness you created the heavens and the earth
and made the earth a place to offer you fitting praise. You provide your people
with your bountiful blessings in the covenant of love made for our salvation and
holiness. Help us to build this parish addition for you, where your children may
bring you fitting service and honor. May it provide for the many needs of your
Church, bring countless blessings to the people and assist all in our walk of
faith and journey to heaven.
O Mary, Our Lady of the Assumption, dearest Mother of the Savior, we
dedicate this work to the honor of your name. Guide all our efforts and pray that
our hearts be consumed with love for the house of the Lord, the dwelling place
of God most High. We ask you too, Good St. Joseph, patron of workers and the
Church, for your powerful intercession, to pray for blessings and protection for
all the laborers, planners, volunteers and benefactors of this project.
Lord our God, please see this work of faith to completion as we offer you
this addition for the spread of the Catholic Faith and the praise and honor of
your most Holy Name. We ask this all through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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  Thrift Store Announcements The St. Anthony CCW ladies have made the

May 18, 2020
Adult Env
1740.00
Votive
41.00
Weekly Auto
540.00
Total
$2321.00
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decision to keep the thrift store closed until this fall.
Is Jesus Calling You? We have one last open hour of adoration (Friday
mornings at 1-2 AM) that is needed to fill before we can begin our overnight
adoration hours. Call Heidi at 250-1091 if interested.

The story of the Church as recorded
in the Acts of the Apostles begins with
Jesus’ final instructions and the
Apostles’ witness of his ascension into
heaven. What role does the ascension
of Jesus play in your understanding of
“Church?”
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Paul speaks of the unity of the
church using the metaphor of
the “body” of Christ. Where do
you see the Church most united
today?

—––––––––––– REFLECT
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Prior to his ascension, Jesus’
promise to the disciples was his
abiding presence “until the end of
the age.” When do you experience
Jesus most present to you?

Prayer During Time of Pandemic
by Bishop LeVoir

Heavenly Father, our shelter from everything that
threatens our life. The world is facing a pandemic of
great proportion that does indeed threaten the lives
of many. Having confidence in your mercy to free us
from this pandemic, we come to you in humble prayer.
We know that we can do nothing without you. So, we
pray that you look with compassion on the afflicted
and bring to them hope and healing. Grant eternal
rest to the dead and bring your comfort to their
families and friends who mourn. Heal those who are
sick with the coronavirus and stop the spread of this
dreaded disease. Aid our scientists to find a cure for
this disease. To those who are dying, bring them peace.
Bless our healthcare professionals and their staff. Keep
them safe and give them strength. Guide our leaders
to make decisions that are based on the dignity of the
human person and the common good of society. Give
us the love necessary to reach out to others in this
time of great need. We ask this through the Divine
Physician, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.
Our Lady of Guadalupe: Pray for us
St. Joseph, Protector of the Church: Pray for us

Catholic Century Farm Award The Diocesan

Rural Life Celebration Committee is looking to honor
the century farms in August. If you qualify and would
like to be added to the list of recipients, please
contact the parish office or complete the form at:
https://ccstcloud.formstack.com/forms/catholic_cen
tury_farm_award. The website lists the registration
deadline as March 31st, but we have been informed
that they have extended the deadline.

Sacraments

Marriage- Couples should contact the parish at
least 6 months prior to wedding date.
Baptism-Parents or expecting parents should
The parishes are happy to welcome new members to contact the parish office to sign up for a baptismal
our parish families! The Assumption parish welcomes prep class and to schedule a meeting with Father.
the Sharon Theis family. Welcome to the parish! Confession- by appointment
Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish office
when anointing is needed.
Bulletin Deadline Bulletin announcements are
Remember in Your Prayers…Jackie Boulton
due by noon on Tuesdays.
Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff Pauls, the Ertl Family,
Alexis Vossen, Alizabeth Ludwig, Grace Hohenstein,
Traveling Chalice and Madonna
Paula Schlangen, Charlie Schoen, June Berg., Carol
Gracious God and Father we praise you for your
Wieneke, Makayla Kammermeir, Alvin & Bernice
goodness and love. You teach us that each
Meierhofer, Michelle C. Isaacs, Eldred Froehling, the
vocation is born in prayer and only through
Ley Family and Susan Ertl Humbert (daughter of the
prayer does it persevere and bear fruit.
late Ole & Lucille Ertl)
Job Opening: Principal, Elementary – Litchfield, School of St.
Philip. Qualified candidates will be asked to provide leadership
in faith and academics, administration of the Preschool – 5th
grade Catholic school, and serve as the liaison to parents and
the community. We seek a dynamic leader who has a current
MN teaching license, a bachelor’s degree, and a master’s degree
in education. Visit www.shepherdofsouls.org for a detailed job
description. To apply, please send the following to Fr. Jeff
Horejsi frjeff@shepherdofsouls.org by June 15: Resume,
Transcripts, Cover Letter, References. School of St. Philip, 225
E. 3rd St., Litchfield, MN 55355
Job Opening: Catechetical Leader for the Shepherd of Souls
Area Faith Community. This catechetical leader would work
collaboratively with a Faith Formation team. Qualifications:
A Bachelor's degree in Religious Education or related field
preferred. Knowledge of Catholic doctrine and practice, good
communication skills, and a willingness to travel required. Full
time with benefits. See www.shepherdofsouls.org for job
description. Please send a letter of introduction and resume to:
Fr. Jeff Horejsi, 821 E. 5th St., Litchfield, MN 55355 or
frjeff@shepherdofsouls.org.
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Please join us in continuing our prayers for Dan
as Madi as they discern their vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. Please God, make
them generous, make them courageous, make
them joyful in giving everything to Jesus.
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SALZL WELDING & MACHINE
SHOP SERVICE INC.
Aluminum • Cast • Steel
Custom Machine Work & Fabrication
50 Years Experience

Monday - Friday 8-5 Saturday 8-4
38975 CSAH 17 • Watkins, MN

320.764-7533

267 State. St. S.		
Linda Berg
EdenValley, MN
Owner
(320) 453-2020

YoungBrothers
construction

Siding • Vinyl Windows • Doors

Roofing • Decks • New Construction

Tues.Thurs.Fri. 9am - 5pm • Wed. 1pm - 8pm
Sat. 9am 12pm • Evening by Appointment

John (320) 761-6878 • Jim (320) 290-1115

13915 Badger Rd. • Kimball, MN
(320) 398-2519 Contractor ID # BC-20564745

LOST & FOUND

Boeckman
Body Shop

Religious Books & Gifts
Home Decor & More
Eden Valley 320.453.5678

Since1960

320-764-5845
Collision Repair

FABER BUILDING B & S Excavating, Inc.
& SUPPLIES, INC.
We Specialize in septic systems,
designing, installation and repair.

BACKHOE • DOZER • SKIDLOADER
DEMOLITION • LANDSCAPING • BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS • HAULING • TILING
Shawn Sheets (320) 248-1499
Joe Beier (320) 243-3373

HWY 55 & Central Ave. S.
Watkins, MN

(320) 764-2225

Cold Spring Floral

KOHNEN’S
Heating • A/C, LLC.

(320) 453-3673

Custom Heating & Cooling Systems
Service • Sales • Installation
Over 25 Years Experience!
BOB KOHNEN • Paynesville, MN
320-597-7191 • Cell: 320-267-0404
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
FREE ESTIMATES • EXPERT SERVICE TECHNICIAN

27 Red River Ave. N.
Cold Spring, MN 56320

320.685.8624 • Paula Hansen

390 State St. N.,
Eden Valley

Eden Valley
Lumber Company

Eden Valley
Veterinary
Clinic

Some bigger but none better

A Strong Legacy. A Powerful Future.

DAN HAAG, OWNER

248 Park Ave. E.
Eden Valley, MN

170 Meeker Ave. N.
(320) 764-2600
fsbwatkins.com

Building Materials • Homes, Ag • Light Commercial

320.453.2293

Eden Valley • 453-2360

REFLECTIONS
MENTAL HEALTH
(320) 249-7144

PLUMBING-HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

Lynette (Lyn) Imdieke-Struzyk
Watkins, MN

JIM SCHLANGEN

Richmond | (320)597-2672

Home, Auto, Farm, and Business Insurance

RON’S EXCAVATING
SERVICE
Ron Yanish

(320) 764-2811

320-243-3644
www.vossplumbing.com

Daniel Schleper
CPA
16 N 3rd Ave • Cold Spring, MN

320.685.8634
danschlepercpa@qwestoffice.net
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Sales • Service • Installation

Th
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320-597-3200

FreshOn55.com

Emergency
320-293-1881
13 Main Street W • PO BOX
249 • Richmond MN 56368
State Highway 55 • Eden Valley
320-597-3200
Additional
services available:
Business: 320-453-2822
Hydro jetting services • Drain cleaning
Cell: 320-282-7801
Free Estimates • Financing options available

Just off Hwy 55 West of Eden Valley
Steve & Jamie Ries 541-420-0272
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P l u m b i n g , H e a t i n g & A / CResidential
, L L C & Light Commercial

Open: M-F: 8AM - 5PM | Sat: 8AM - 2PM Residential
Richmond
& Light Commercial

522 Meeker Ave. E. • Eden Valley
achine & W
nM
eld
ele

We Grow Garden Fresh Produce
so you don’t have to! Sign up for
weekly or bi-weekly pick ups.

Lic# PM 062916

Plumbing, Heating & A/C, LLC

320-453-3525 • tmwattachments.com
Dan Thielen, Owner • Greg Thielen, Manager

Contact Tim Browne • tbrowne@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2518

Josh Kraemer, Owner 320-597-7272

Vigils on Planned Parenthood Sidewalk

Mike Portner Eden Valley
Bob Hennen 320-453-HEAT

Feb 26-Apr 5| 7am-7pm

Judy Haag
(320) 453-7592

40DaysForLife.com/StCloud
Judy4Life@meltel.net

www.williamsdingmann.com

Commercial • Residential
Roofing • Siding

320-453-3608

www.brauncontracting.com

763-286-0806

Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers?
We Can Help

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease
including cataract surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular
degeneration, and yes we do routine eye exams.
We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD
320.774.3789
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